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Lesson Calendar 


1. October 5.—John and Peter Become Disciples of Jesus 
John 1 : 29-42 


2. October 12.—Fishers of Men ..........++5+. Mark 1 : 14-20 
3. October 19.—Jesus in Peter’s Home ......... Mark 1 : 29-39 
4. October 26.—A Lesson in Trust ............ Matt. 14 : 22-33 


‘s. November 2.—Temperance Lesson (World’s . 
6. November 9.—Peter’s Great Confession ...Matt. 16 : 13-24 
y. November 16.—Witnesses of Christ’s Glory 
Luke 9 : 28-36 
8. November 23.—Jesus Corrects John’s Narrowness 
Mark 9 : 33-42; 10: 13-16; Luke 9 : 46-56 
9. November 30.—Jesus Teaches Peter True Greatness 
John 13 : 1-16, 36-38 
10. December 7.—Peter and John Asleep in Gethsemane .. 
Mark 14 : 32-54 
11. December 14.—At the Trial and Crucifixion of Jesus 
John 18 : 15-27; 19 : 25-27 
1z. December 21.—At the Empty Tomb and with the 
PB or ccicdiicdvinsivess John 20:1 to 21:25 
Or, 


The Prince of Peace (Christmas Lesson) 
. Isaiah 11 : 1-10; Matthew 2: 1-12; Luke 2 : 8-14 
13. December 28.—Review: The Training of Peter and 
John. Selection for Reading ...... 1 John 1: 1-9 








WEST VIRGINIA subscriber writes, “I read 
The Sunday School Times constantly from 
cover to cover.” Readers of that sort gladden 
the heart of the Advertiser as well as the Editor. 














His Answer 
By Walter H. Hull 


HE way I was treading had come to naught, 
Barren had proved the plans I’d made. 
Gropingly, some new way I sought ; 
Baffled and sad, and half afraid. 


I called to one whose love I prize : 
*“ So tangled the way no path I see — 
Too dark the cloud for my finite eyes 
. To pierce; too heavy the load for me. 


** Help me to know which way to try.’’ 

Not more deemed I from this Friend was due. 
Yet quiet and sure came His reply, 

“I'll go with you.” 


TES RLIAG 


Two Keys to the Bible 


Only God can unlock to us the treasures of 
the Bible. Within the Book itself he tells us of 
certain keys to its treasures. A writer in the valu- 
able little quarterly magazine, “The Scattered Nation,” 
Sone ages by the Hebrew Christian Testimony to 
srael, in- London, tells how the words “The Jew is 
the key of prophecy,” arrested his attention. Then 
he goes on to say that he has found those words 
to be true, but not the whole truth; and ‘he adds: 
“The lock that opens uv the understanding of God’s 
urposes requires two keys, Christ and Israel. Christ 
 »een ignored by the jews, Israel has been ignored 
by the Church; and both have suffered loss in con- 
sequence.” The Jew who reads the entire Word of 
God about the Jews, but who does not believe in 





Jesus as the Son of God and the Messiah finds the 
real riches of the Bible hopelessly locked against 
him. The Christian who may rejoice in Christ as 
his Saviour but who ignores the central place given 
by the Word of God to the Jew in God’s purposes, 
past, present, and future, will fail of much that 
the Word has for him. Jesus himself was a Jew: 
so the two keys are in Him, for in Him “all things 
hold together” (Col. 1:17). 


x 
How Grace is Available 


God makes his grace sufficient for. only this 
moment. Mr. Moody on being asked if he did not 
wish he had grace enough for martyrdom replied, 


“No, I don’t need it; what I do need is grace suffi- - 


cient to run a three-day Bible conference here in 
Milwaukee.” On the other hand, God always gave 
martyrdom grace when it was needed. Mrs. Howard 
Taylor, of the China Inland Mission, tells of a sense 
of disappointment that came to her and a band of 
native women when they were rescued from being 
stoned to death by an infuriated mob. That moment, 
when martyrdom seemed at hand, was a time of in- 
expressible joy. Mrs. Taylor said she believed all 
the martyrs had experienced it. It was not for his 
vast task of evarigelizing Asia and Europe that Paul 
was told he was being given sufficient grace, — just 
fhen,— but for his very present need, that thorn in 
the flesh. What is your need —just now? 


Pd 
Better than Seeking 


Truth seekers are not to be trusted — while 
they are only truth seekers. Bishop Warren A. 
Candler several years ago wrote a newspaper article 
concerning the following searching statement: “Some 
may say of preachers whose views are as change- 
able as the faces of the moon that these men are 
‘truth seekers,’ and that as seekers after truth they 
deserve great admiration. But we must not forget 
‘that the man who has not yet found the truth is 
not in a position to be a preacher. One who is 
in pursuit of truth confessedly has no call to preach 
until he overtakes the thing which he claims to be 


Love’ and 


ERY récently one of the leaders in a certain na- 

tionality among us gave an address to his fellow 

nationalists and co-religionists about their pres- 
ent condition. The address was a masterly thing, and 
the more so because the occasion bristled with every 
kind of touchiness and difficulty. A demagogue would 
have just catered to their pride and left things no 
better than before, but this man spoke fearlessly of 
the mistakes of his fellow nationals and why they 
occupied no more satisfactory place among the other 
peoples with whom they dwelt. But he enabled 
himself to do this by first of all making it unmistak- 
able that they were his people and that he loved 
them. It was a fine blend of love and challenge, love 
of the people of whose blood and bone he was a 
part, challenge of everything that was keeping them 
from fulfilling their highest destiny. When he fin- 
ished, if there were wounds, they were the faithful 
wounds of a friend. 

To be of any force in the world, the family, the 
church, the institution, we must be capable of these 
two gifts of genuine enthusiasm and reasoned re- 
buke. In the family things often go wrong because 
the undoubted love which a parent feels toward the 
child lets every dangerous tendency go rather than 
imperil the affection of the child. To lose that seems 
a loss beside which everything else seems unimpor- 
tant. Meaning to deal with the tendency, and cast- 
ing about for the best ways to do it, the parent puts 
off the critical moment until the simple act comes 
to be surrounded with every kind of dread. At last 
it becomes impossible to do it at all, and the parent 
falls back upon love as the safer of the two if you 
can only have one. Another parent feels that his 
love can be taken for granted and misses no chance 





pursuing. The office of a preacher is like that of 
the ancient prophets; . .. and none of the prophets 
ever claimed to be mere ‘truth seekers.’ On the 
contrary, they were men who proclaimed unchange- 
able truth, revealed by God from heaven. Hence 
they were accustomed to begin their messages with 
the words ‘Thus said the Lord.’” Here is a chal- 
lenge to all who cannot or do not say, “I know,” in 
the matter of .religious truth. Christ said, “I am 
the way, the truth, and the life.” wo 14:6). 
When we really believe the written Word of God 
as given to us in the Bible, and the incarnate Word 
of God who is Jesus Christ our Saviour, we are 
no longer among those who are merely seeking the 
truth, but we rejoice to have found—not it, but 
Him. Then we cry aloud with joy and exultation, 
“I know him whom I have believed, and I am per- 
suaded that he is able to guard that which I have 
committed unto him against that day” (2 Tim. 1: 


12). 
a 
Not Our Task 


There are some things God asks no man to do. 
At one of the summer conferences Dr. Griffith 
Thomas told of a person who was. dying, and who 
was asked the question, “Have you made your peace 
with God?” “No,” came the reply. “Hadn't you 
better make ‘your peace with God?” was asked again. 
“Oh, no, I could not,” answered the one who was 
so near to death; “and it is not necessary: My 
peace with God was made nineteen centuries ago.” 
This one who, before the death of the body, had 
passed from death unto life spiritually, knew bet- 
ter than to undertake the impossible task of mak- 
ing peace with God. No sinful person could ever 
do that. It took the sinless Son of God and Son 
of man to make an offering to God without blemish, 
Himself bearing the sins of all the world, and dy- 
ing as our Substitute on Calvary, to make an all- 
sufficient peace between the lost human race and 
the loving and seeking Father. All we need to do 
is to believe that Christ fully accomplished that 
which was entrusted to him and which he says he 
did. God cannot lie; as we believe him we are 
“justified by faith” and “we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom 5:1). 


Challenge 


to speak plainly about the dangers and mistakes of 
the child, believing that if one must err on one side 
or the other it is better to err on the side of truth 
and stalwartness. The child gsows up without any 
lack of knowledge of his faults, but smarting un- 
der a sense of unfriendliness. Truly it is a great 
gift to be able to balance these two activities of love 
and rebuke. Who could not wish that he were able 
to balance them better? 

It is of prime importance, then, if we have some 
rebuke to give, to make sure that we love the per- 
son to whom we are to give it. Never touch it 
till you are certain of that. Let it go for days—no 
time will be wasted—until the last suspicion of 
venom or malice has gone out of your thought to- 
ward that person. When you come to the moment, 
come to it knowing that you can make just as clear 
to him your real interest and affection as you can 
his mistake. The difference you have with him must 
largely take its force from a feeling of oneness with 
him somewhere. Your challenge of him must ring 
with the conviction that in some ways you love him 
better than he does himself. Few of us are loving 
enough to have our rebukes worth much. 

It is the special vice of church parties that they speak 
to each other and of each other in times of controversy 
as if they did not have the same thing at heart. There 
are great irenical souls, to be sure, who always 
speak even of those with whom they most differ 
as if there were some central thing they held in 
common, but lesser souls fly to the challenge first 
and let the love come in where it can. If we took 
half as much pains to assure some one of our wish 
to remain with them, to keep fellowship with them, 
to show them that we value them, as we do to show 
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them that we have a difference with them, half the 
issues we meet might never rise. 

Probably there is no such blend of tenderness and 
rebuke anywhere as there is in the Hebrew prophets. 
Nor did they care much just how the two things 
dove-tailed together. Only they always managed to 
get them both in, and there they stand imperishably: 
*the challenge of their people’s apostasies,— so per- 
fect that they stand forever as the challenge of our 
own,—and their tears and tenderness which can 
never seem to let them go and still make us feel that 
we have never been given up. To-day we often find 
men getting closer together by a marvelous process 
working everywhere and we do not like to be too 
critical in such a situation. In itself this is a great 
thing, and we hate to imperil it, and so we keep silent 
about many a thing which we believe to be downright 
bad. We say “Let some one else do the challenging.” 
But no one is so fit to point out the error of his 
time and his surroundings as the one who really 
has a deep sympathy with them. The one who is 
entirely out with his age and his time, who thinks 
it all wrong, who sees no good on in it,—it is 
almost vain for him to say anything. It must best be 
said by one whose heart is known to be full of ap- 
preciation for it, and of course he does run the 

rophet’s risk of having people turn savagely upon 

im. That is one of the finest evidences of his 
love for them, that he is willing to go for a whiic 
without their love. Love is something that every 
now and then must be risked if we are going to be 
true to it. There are times when we must school 
ourselves to going without it. Those who must have 
it and feel it every moment ask too much. 

It was said of Frederic Denison Maurice that when 
he prayed about the sins of his time he prayed as 
if he were taking them upon himself and feeling 
himself in some way an accomplice in them, not 
as an outsider sitting in aloofness and judging from 
a distance. Like Ezekiel; “he sat where they sat.” 

Sometimes we have been very keen about the mis- 
takes and failings of those around us. To some it 
seems to be given to detect flaws with almost pre- 
ternatural keenness. It is really so. The mistakes 
they see are real and they are dangerous. They need 
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Are You Having Victory To-day ? 
“ Thou, Jehovah, of thy favor hadst 





made my mountain to stand 
strong” (Psa. 30: 7). 





to be shown up. But something else is true, and 
that is that it is seldom given to these sharp analysts 
and remorseless critics to be the ones who really 
bring in the needed change. It is done as a rule by 
those whose keenness is all tempered with kindness 
and understanding. 

A man can trust himself and let himself go in the 
exposing of some flaw in the institution with which 
he is connected if only he can be sure that he loves 
it better than others do. With that assurance in his 
heart he can lay on what he has to say. It is the 
lack of that which has made many an indictment fail. 
We have not loved enough to gain all the weight and 
influence which we ought to have had. Some ego- 
tism or personal motive-or feeling, some kind of 
pride undetected, has spoiled the really good thing 
we set out to do. 

The human heart always finds its need of a great 
challenger and a great lover satisfied in Jesus Christ. 
No one can lay Tis finger upon the plague-spo 
our lives as he can. We cannot dispute anything he 
tells us about ourselves. The sharpest words that 
can be said come from him, and they cure, We can 
take them and somehow we can stand them and find 
them friendly. Whoever takes him for Lord takes 
with him one: who never hesitates to point out what 
is going wrong but somehow with him our anger 
cannot rise. e faint not when we are rebuked of 
Him, It is different from the rebuke of all others 
whatsoever. For with him love has been put first 


in such a way that we can never doubt it, and what- 
ever comes afterward comes all tinged and suffused 
with that. 





Criticisms of the Blessed Hope 


A reader of The Sunday School Times calls 
attention to certain criticisms that have recently been 
made of»those who are looking for the imminent 
return ># the Lord Jesus Christ. These criticisms 
have recently been voiced in a series of addresses 
on this subject, but they are the criticisms that 
have been made over and over again through the 
years in connection with this subject, as they will 
probably continue to be made, in various quarters, 
until all members of the Body and Church of Christ 
know even as they are known. 

Among the criticisms, it is stated that those who 
are looking for the Lord’s personal, visible, and im- 
minent return manifest a spirit of Pharisaism in 
the individual life, shown in great religiousness with- 
out spirituality; great quantities of formal prayers 
and public prayers; lack of practical altruism; divi- 
sion in the church amounting to disloyalty to the 
church; and a paralysis of Christian activity, in 
missions and in practical movements for making the 
world better. 

May all of us who do believe that God’s Word 
teaches the imminent return of Christ in personal 
presence to reign over this earth ask the Holy Spirit 
to search our hearts and convict us of any of these 
things, if such sins are present in our lives. It is 
sadly true that it is possible to believe and study 
and teach the Blessed Hope of our Lord’s return 
and at the same time have that belief a barren, intel- 
lectual belief, failing to produce the precious and 
supernatural fruit in our lives that God intends it 
to produce. Paul Rader at the Victorious Life Con- 
ference at Cedar Lake in August warned against 
this danger. He said that he never liked to hear 
the truth of the Lord’s return taught or preached 
apart from the truth of personal victory in the life 
of the individual Christian. He showed how easy 
it was to hold this truth as an abstract, mathematical 
science, as it were, barren of purifying and cleansing 
and lite-giving results. There is no question that 
one can be a real believer in the Lord’s imminent re- 
turn'and have a spirit of Pharisaism, great religious- 
ness without spirituality, formal and public prayers 
lacking in power, and lack of practical altruism. The 
truth can be made a divisive truth, and those holding 
it can be guilty, and often are, of a harsh, critical 
spirit toward their fellow-Christians who do not see 
it as they do. May God use these criticisms to search 
our hearts and cleanse us utterly of these sins. 

The other side of the question is the fact that the 
Word of God gives the truth concerning our Lord’s 
return for the purpose of bringing to pass just the 





opposite results in the lives of believers. It is 
urged as the great purifying hope of the believer, 
for “every one that hath this hope set on him puri- 
fieth himself, even as he is pure” (1 John 3:3). And 
it is a matter of historical and present-day fact, 
not a mere theory, that almost without exception 
the great movements and individuals ‘in Christian 
service that have been conspicuous for spirituality 
and soul-wining activity, have been characterized’ 
by a~deep personal belief in the imminent, visible 
return of Jesus Christ to reign over this earth. 

It was a remark of Professor Sir William M. 
Ramsay, the well-known archaeologist and student 
of New Testament history, himself probably not 
a pre-millenarian, which he’ made in a published 
article some years ago, to the effect that the China 
Inland Mission was probably the greatest mission- 
ary organization in its activities and outreach in 
the world to-day, that turned the attention of the 
present Editor of The Sunday School Times to that 
Mission. Since then the Editor has -rejoiced to 
learn more and more of the marvelous activities and 
results of the China Inland Mission, has been priv- 
ileged to come into close personal fellowship with 
the Directors of that Mission, and has noted the sig- 
nificance of the fact that not only its founder Mr. 
Hudson Taylor, but all its missionaries and workers 
from the time of its founding until to-day, have been 
and are believers in the imminent return of Jesus 
Christ. And that mission is held by many to be the 
greatest missionary organization at work to-day. 
Would it seem that belief in Christ’s imminent return 
results in a paralysis of Christian activity and in 
missions? 

So.of Christian individuals and groups or move- 
ments in which real spirituality is a leading char- 
acteristic, a Spirit-given prayer life the great factor, 
humility and love dominant notes, a loving compas- 
sion for the needs of fellow-men in every direction 
a central spring of altruistic effort and activity, not- 
able also for loyalty to the whole church of Christ — 
these are characteristics of individuals and groups 
and organizations and movements that are looking 
for the imminent return of Christ. ; 

The simplest, surest, most direct way to get the 
answer as to the question of our Lord’s return is 
to take the Word of God and prayerfully study it 
through, asking the Holy Spirit to tell us what God 
says about it. Many a child of God who has been 
firmly convinced that the teaching of our Lord’s 
imminent return is unsound and unscriptural, and 
has gone to the Word of God to settle it, has come 
away from an honest study of that Word overwhelm- 
ingly convinced that the Blessed Hope of Christ’s 
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imminent return is, above all other doctrines, the 
great outstanding truth of the entire Bible. If this 
is so, then we can trust God to bless this truth to 
the purifying of the life and the energizing of the 
individual to supernatural service and activity. 
a“ 
7 * J = 

Are Christians’ Sins Punished ? 

Will you please remove an uncertainty concerning 
the wilful sin of Christians, which sin has been con- 
fessed and forgiven? 

To be concrete, suppose a Christian is thoroughly 
aware of God’s dictum that lying is sin. Suppose that 
Christian in the most deliberate and conscious way 
wills to lie, at the same time intending and having a 
realization that after he has done the wrong he will 
really be sorry for having grieved the Holy Spirit 
and will ask forgiveness. He commits the sin, repents, 
and is forgiven. The question is, what of the punish- 
ment for that sin? 

There seem to be two views which I have seen hinted 
at. 

1. All sin must be punished. Therefore the Chris- 
tian must be punished while on earth for his sins. 
With this view are. quoted such Scriptures as, ““What- 
soever a man soweth, that shall he also reap (Gal. 


2. All sin must be punished. No sin is punished 
twice. If we accept Christ’s punishment by repentance 
and faith we shall not be punished, as that would be a 
second punishment. 


The second yiew, not the first, seems to be in agree- 
ment with Isaiah 53:6, “The Lord hath laid on him 
the iniquity of us all.” And this view appears to me 
to be scriptural. I would think, however, that Christ 
would use corrective (never punitive) measures, some- 
times suffering when necessary, to cleanse a surrendered 
- of such wilful sin when persisted in——A Canadian 

eader. 


The born-again child of God, who has received 
Jesus as Saviour, is within the family of God, hav- 
ing passed forever out of death into life, and there- 
after is always dealt with by God as one of His 
children. He is not under the death-penalty of con- 
démnation for sins: that death-penalty was paid by 
Christ on the cross: and “there is therefore now no 
condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus” 
(Rom. 8:1). But if he sins, as any Christian can 
sin, there is just one right course of action, and it is 
plainly shown in 1 John 1:9. “If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” When 
the sinning Christian has thus confessed his sin, 
in honesty and utter yielding to the mastery of 
the Lord, he is restored,—not to life, for he can- 
not lose that life which is his in Christ, — but ‘to 
fellowship and cleasing from the defilement of sin. 

He has judged his own sin, or rather, judged him- 
self for having sinned, and this means that~he will 
not be judged by the Lord for that sin. God’s 
Word is clear on this. “For if we would judge our- 
selves, we should not be judged” (1 Cor. 11:31). 
The child of God who will not judge himself for his 
sins, but continues wilfully in sin, is judged of God 
for that sin that he may be separated from it and 
caused to cease sinning. “But when we are judged 
[that is, by God, if we do not judge ourselves], we 
are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be 
condemned with the world” (1 Cor. 11:32). The 
Scofield Reference Bible makes this illuminating 
comment: “Self-judgment is not so much the_ be- 
liever’s moral cohdemnation of his own ways or 
habits, as of himself for allowing such ways. Self- 
judgment avoids chastisement. If neglected, the 
Lord judges, and the result is chastisement, but 
never condemnation.” 

It is possible, of course, that even when a Chris- 
tian has turned from his wilful sin in confession to 
Christ, and has been cleansed from it, the Lord 
may know that that Christian has not yet seen the 
full enormity of his sin, and needs chastening in 
order to be utterly and permanently delivered from 
it. Then, praise God, the Lord will lovingly chasten 
that one, perhaps causing great suffering as the re- 
sult of the sin, but, as has been pointed out, for 
corrective and delivering purposes, never merely as 
punishment. 

The peril suggested in this thoughtful letter, of 
a Christian deliberately deciding to sin because con- 
vinced that after that sin he will be sorry, will ask 
forgiveness, and thus claim cleansing and restora- 
tion, is a terribly real peril. It is the awful sin 
touched upon by Paul at the beginning of the sixth 
chapter of Romans, when he asked, “Shall we con- 
tinue in sin, that grace may abound?” And Paul’s 
vehement, Spirit-given answer is, “God forbid.” As 
has been well said, God is the only one who can for- 
bid. And then Paul goes on to show how we. may 
let God forbid—that is, prevent—any such presuming 
on grace as continuing in sin that grace may abound. 
We are to recognize the fact that we have died with 
Christ, and that we have been raised with him in his 
resurrection, and that we now have the new life which 
is Christ himself; and by just believing the word of 
God we may be kept completely and continually from 
sinning. This is the Good News, that “sin shall not 
have dominion over you: for ye are ... under 
grace,” and “My grace is sufficient for thee” (Rom. 
6:14; 2 Cor. 12:9). 
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If British Troops Leave the Caucasus! 


The very latest word about Armenia’s new peril sent by the A. C. R. N. E. to 
The Sunday School Times Missionary Watch Tower 
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Yarrow, of the American Board, and others, 
say that if the threatened retirement of British 
forces from the Caucasus takes place, there is great 
danger that the remaining Armenians will be mas- 


The September number of the Missionary Herald 
summarizes the aaa of a London newspaper cor- 
respondent with r. Walter George Smith, of 
Philadelphia, a member of the American Commit- 
tee for Relief in the Near East, in which Mr. Smith “set 
forth the perilous situation of Armenian refugees in 
the Caucasus. He nad come to England to protest 
against the withdrawal of British troops, had been in 
conference with high government officials, and spoke 
with utmost emphasis of the necessity of keeping 
Allied troops within the region of the Armenian re- 
public, to. prevent Turks, Kurds, Tartars, whose sol- 
diers were now moving towards the borders of this 
republic, from dashing in to wipe out both the Arme- 
nian residents of the country and the mass of ref- 
ugees who have fled there and who have been main- 
tained by the relief work. ... : 

“News dispatches from various sources bring con- 
firmatory festimony as to the crisis which is being 
faced; one report is that Enver Pasha is the leader 
of the Turkish soldiers and that the Young Turks are 
instigating the movement.” 

Premier Lloyd George, in the House-of Commons 
on August 18, said that pending the answer of the 
United States as to whether she would accept a 
share in guaranteeing protection to threatened. and 
helpless peoples, Great Britain had occupied Turk- 
ish territory. “We trust,” says the Herald, “that 
she will stick a little longer.” 


How Long Will that Flour Last? 


Te whole political aspect of the Caucasus and 
the Near East is tremendously complicated, and 
yet the public should be advised of a few essential 
facts,” writes Mr. H. C. Jaquith, assistant secretary 
of the American Committee for Relief in the Near 
East, under date of September 20, to the Editor of 
The Sunday School Times in answer to a request 
for the very latest word about Armenia. 

The A. C. R. N. E. headquarter$ had been asked 
about the fear Mr. Hoover had expressed recently 
in a cablegram from Europe to the effect 
that while 500,000 Armenians might be saved, 200,000 
more in the Caucasus would starve to death before 
relief could reach them. * 

“Unfortunately,” said Mr. Jaquith, “the Food Ad- 
ministration technically went out of existence on 
July 1st, and they were able to send into the Caucasus 
flour enough to last until perhaps the middle of 
November. When I use the term ‘last’ it refers sim- 
ply to a portion of the population that we are able’ 
to reach, and which, of course, is wholly inadequate 
to place hundreds of thousands of starving men, 
women, and children, upon a normal basis of life. 

“We are hoping that a portion of the fall wheat 
crop can be distributed in Armenia,- but we will have 
to furnish the funds for the purchase of the same in 
Persia or other surrounding countries. 

“We are glad to report that in other sections of 
Western Asia the six months of active work on the 
part of our relief agents, has materially relieved 
the situation, especially increasing facilities for the 
transportation -of grain and other food products from 
past of plenty to stations where food is tess plen- 
tiful. 

“The food situation in some portions of Western 
Asia has been materially bettered. However, there 
is a great demand for clothing and rehabilitation 
equipment.” Gifts may be sent to the Committee, 
at 1 Madison Avenue, New York. 


When Kareem Was Saved in Lebanon 


AREEM is a boy of thirteen. When officers 

of the American’ Committee for Relief in the 
Near East found him at Deir-el-Kamar he was 
crawling along the pavement_on hands and knees, 
and crying, “Oh, God, let me die!” His clothing was 
a filthy gunnysack only. He was covered. with dirt 
and scabies, and his feet were a mass of large open 
sores. Time had been when this boy would have 
been left to die, because, with the scarcity of funds, 
the money it would take to save this one life 
so near death would keep five or six other boys living 
who were not so far gone. 

Kareem was cared for. 


Rice from the Near East, through Mr. 


A small room was rented 


and a woman was hired to bathe and feed him. The 
lad suffered torments when the doctor painted his 


raw sores with full strength iodine, but he came 
back every day. Several weeks later he was brought 
to the Shuf Shelter in Suk-el-Gharb. He is now 
almost well and one of the happiest boys in the 
Shelter. He is the last living member of a family 
which, including near relatives, numbered seventeen 
persons. Kareem recently attended a picnic where, 
while the children were eating, he began to cry. <td 
He was remembering his brothers and sisters, who 
had died during the war. eo 
This incident is sent to The Sunday School Times 
by Major Stephen T 7 abe who as an officer 
in the American Red Cross during the World War 
did so much to relieve suffering and save life in 
Palestine and Syria. When he wrote to the Times 
on August 6, he was taking a vacation with his 
mother and sister in the quiet mountain village of 
Bhamdoun in the Lebanon—his first rest after eight- 
een consecutive months of relief service. His sis- 
ter Elizabeth was having her first holiday after 
being on hospital duty throughout the whole war. 
In acknowledging a remittance sent as the result 
of gifts of The Sunday School Times readers, Major 








On the Missionary Firing Line 


Five native Indian chaplains have been appointed by 
British Army authorities to minister to Indian Christians 
who formed a large part of the Indian troops in the 
Mesopotamia campaign during the World War. 


The Indo-China Mission of the Christian and Missionary 
Alliance has been strengthened by the addition of five new 
missionaries, making ten on that field. This has made 
possible the opening of a new station in Saigon, one of 
the largest aities in French Indo-China, and the capital 
of the Southern Province of Cochin-China. 


A Missionary Press Bureau, whose establishment was 
planned by the Conference of British Missionary Societies, 
with the object of familiarizing the general public with 
facts of Christian enterprise throughout the world, will 
have as its editor Mr. Basil Mathews. In order to accept 
this duty, Mr. Mathews has resigned the post of Editorial 
Secretary of the London Missionary Society. 


His name is Aksor—and he is well named, for the word 
means “exile.” He was born a few hours after his 
mother,. Mrs. Harpootlian, had seen her husband and two 
sons tortured, killed, and thrown into the Euphrates 
River with all the men of a large party of Armenians de- 
ported from Harpoot, May 8, 1915. Left for dead after 
the birth of her baby, she came to consciousness, and after- 
wards regained possession of four other children who 
had been taken from her, and they, with little Aksor, are 
living in Tiflis, where the mother is employed repairing 
Oriental rugs. 


To teach missionaries’ children in China, Mr. and Mrs, 
Dreher, of Columbia, S. C., are about to sail from Van- 
couver for Shanghai. Mr. Dreher has been elected super- 
intendent of the Shanghai American School in the orien- 
tal metropolis. Mrs. Dreher will be a teacher. This 
school was founded in 1912 by seven denominations and 
two American business organizations in Shanghai, that 
the children of American missionaries and the children 
of several thousand other Americans might have educa- 
tional advantages equivalent to the best in their native 
land and under positive Christian influences. Mr. Dreher 
served under the Y. M. C. A. as a volunteer during the 
World War in organizing and directing schools for Amer- 
ican soldiers in France and Germany. 


~ Prohibition in Nigeria.—The prohibition of the importa- 
tion of spirits into Nigeria is not likely to become per- 
manent without considerable opposition from some quar- 
ters, but the prospect of such prohibition is warmly wel- 
comed by many. Sir H. H. Johnston, G.C.M.G., in a presi- 
dential address before the African Society in London on 
March 28 said, “Nothing could be more satisfactory than 
the general situation in ... Nigeria . . . where we are 
now definitely promised the removal of the last blot on 
an intelligent administration, the traffic in distilled alco- 
hol.” It behooves all true lovers of the African race to 
work and pray for the complete abolition of the per- 
nicious traffic, and to strengthen in every way possible 
the hands of those who are now working towards that 
happy consummation.—From the Evangelical Christian. 


A Turkish Day School in Constantincple.—Miss Ethel W. 
Patney, who during the World War did such fine work 
for the American Red Cross Committee for War Relief 
in Egypt, has taken up teaching work in Constantinople. 
Five years ago Miss Putney was appointed to the West- 
ern Turkey Mission of the American Board, and went 
to Egypt to study Turkish while waiting for the way 
into Constantinople to be opened. She went to Constan- 
tinople last March and is connected with the Gedik Pasha 
School there. It is a day school situated in the oldest 
part of the city. Miss Putney writes The Sunday School 
Times that last year they had 250 children — Turks, Greeks, 
2nd Armenians. “We have a great opportunity for work 
with Moslems,” says Miss Putney, “and are in great 
need of additional help. Our children come mostly from 
good families. We have the privilege of training some of 
the leaders in the new day that is coming to Turkey, 
and we pray that they may be truly Christian leaders.” 


Trowbridge says: “This is a timely remittance, for 
I am eager to carry forward before winter the re- 
building of the Sunday-school buildings sacked and 
destroyed in Aintab and Urfa in 1916. Twenty build- 
ings in Aintab alone were torn down by the Turks 
and Kurds for the sake of using the beams and 
floors and window frames as fuel, or for auction in 
the fuel market. And in that district seven village 
churches and schools were destroyed and the ref- 
ugees are just getting back to their homes. Nearly 
all the Christians whose houses in Urfa were wrecked 
are having to clear away great heaps of débris, be- 
fore securing a level space for the one-room shel- 
ter against the coming winter.” Offerings specifically 
designated “for Syrian rebuilding” will be forwarded 
to Mr. Trowbridge if sent to The eo! School 
Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


The Earthquake in the Quarry 


N RESUMING, now that the war is ended, the 

active promotion of the American University at 
Cairo, Dr. C. R. Watson says: 

It has been said that the war halted temporarily 
the plans of Cairo University. This is true in a sense. 
But in another sense, the war, has set forward by 
many decades the program of Cairo University. 

Imagine a company formed to quarry stone. While 
the Company is in process of formation, a violent 
earthquake occurs. The mountain side is laid bare; 
earth and trees are swept into the valley below; the 
rock itself is riven; huge blocks of stone are loosened 
and set free; laborious processes which human hands 
and human machinery would have been able to carry 
through .only at enormous cost and with long delay, 
are complettd in a night. The operations of the 
quarrying company have been delayed, but much more 
truly have they been advanced. 

So with Cairo University; on the heels of the first 
announcement of this project came the war. In four 
and a half years the war has accomplished these 
things which are of incalculable value to the Cairo 
University project: 


(1) It has destroyed the political power of the 
Turk. Turkey represented the sword of Moham- 
medanism. For that sword to be broken signifies 
the end of the temporal power of Mohammedanism. 
This has ushered a new spirit into the Mohamme- 
dan world. 


(2) It has set a new price upon Western learning. 
The Arab has become conscious of the impotency 
of his Oriental learning and civilization. He has 
viewed the automobile and the aeroplane with won- 
der, marveling at the mechanical knowledge which 
could invent them. He has said to himself: “To 
escape stagnation, I must possess this Western 
learning.” 


(3) It has made Egypt a British Protectorate. 
Hitherto England has merely occupied Egypt, but 
the war has made Egypt a part of the British Em- 
pire. She now has a freer hand, and will be able to 
plan for the uplift of the people by methods that 
are more progressive and legislation that is modern. 


A Hungry Friend in the Jungle 


ISHOP LAMBUTH, of the Southern Methodist 

Church, promised a surly Congo chief that he 
would return to his tribe within a year. The Bishop, 
who is a physician, does minor operations, and the 
chief wanted him to come back to render medical 
help. He was in Brazil when he suddenly announced 
that he must give up a successful enterprise to sail 
for Africa to keep his word. The chief was impressed 
with such integrity. Bishop Lambuth, who went 
5,000 miles afoot in planting stations in the Southern 
Congo, accompanied by one native, was one day lost 
in the forest without food, save one banana each. 
They prayed, and went on. Three times during the 
day’s march of thirty miles natives appeared in their 
jungle footpath laden with bananas. 

Inquiring finally the reason for these providential 
appearances of men with food, the Bishop was asked, 
“Do you not hear the signais sounding in the forest? 
They are this, ‘There is a friend in the forest with- 
out food!’ That means the chief’s orders are to 
supply you with food.” 

Bishop Lambuth says that signals of various kinds 
are thus passed on for distances of three hundred 
miles by striking the smoothed top of a tree stump 
with a mallet. The chief whose confidence he had 
won knew that he would suffer in the wilderness, and 
thus took steps to provide for his needs. 
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It would not be desirable, even if it were 
possible, in a series of studies such as this, to 
avoid overlapping. We must go over the same 
ground frequently. The great events connected with 
the end of the age cannot be entirely separated in 
our minds, and they are not entirely separated in 
Scripture. The Great Tribulation, for example, leads 
up to, and even includes Armageddon; and Arma- 
geddon culminates in Christ’s Earth-Convulsing Re- 
turn. All this is as it should be: we shall lose noth- 
ing, but gain much, by this overlapping. 

As we closed our study of Armageddon we were 
looking upon the majestic scenes of the nineteenth 
chapter of the Revelation. In verses eleven to six- 
teen of that chapter the Lord Jesus Christ is seen, 
as he is leaving heaven, with his saints and angels, 
for the purpose of destroying his enemies and setting 
up the kingdom of heaven on the earth: 


And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; 
and he that sat on him was called Faithful and True, and 
in righteousness he doth judge and make war. 

His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were 
many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man 
knew, but he himself. 

And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and 
his name is called The Word of God. 

And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon 
white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. 

And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it 
he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with 
a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierce- 
ness and wrath of Almighty God. 

And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name 
written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. 


That “Rod of Iron” Reign 


Some of the language in this paragraph reminds us 
at once of the Second Psalm, where the ‘Son of God 
says. 

I will declare the decree: the Lord hath said unto me, 
Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee. 

Ask of me, and I shall give thee the nations for thine 
inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy 
possession. 

Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt 
dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel. 


Fit wou review is the price of knowledge. 


; 

The ‘Speaker in the Psalm is also seen in Revela- 
tion 12:5, coming forth out of Israel, “a man child, 
who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron.” 

As he comes out of heaven at the head of his armies, 
he brings with him his co-rulers, in fulfilment of the 
promise of Revelation 2:26, 27: 


And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto 
the end, to him will I give power over the nations: 

And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the ves- 
sels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even 
as I received of my Father. 


In many Scriptures the glorious return of our Lord 
is referred to in .glowing terms; and sometimes it 
is dwelt upon in detail. In the present study we 
shall look at some of these passages. Let us begiu 
with the Fiftieth Psalm: 


The mighty God, even the Lord, hath spoken, and called 
the earth from the rising of the sun unto the going down 
thereof. 

Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God hath shined. 

Our God shall come, and shall not keep silence: a fire 
shall devour before him, and it shall be very tempestuous 
round about him. 

He shall call to the heavens from above, and to the 
earth, that he may judge his people. 

Gather my saints together unto me; those that have made 
a covenant with me by sacrifice. 

And the heavens shall declare his righteousness: for 
God is judge himself. Selah. 


“What a gathering that will be!” He calls them 
from the heavens and from the earth, even all his 
saints; those that have made a covenant with him by 
sacrifice. This will be “when he shall come to be 
glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them 
that believe” (2 Thess. 1:10). When he who is their 
life shall appear, then shall they “also appear with him 
in glory” (Col. 3:4). . 

The vision given to Daniel, and recorded by him 
in his seventh chapter, has this striking language: 


I beheld tilt the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient 
of days did sit, whose garment was white as snow, and 
the hair of his head like the pure wool: his throne was 
like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire. ... 

I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the 
Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to 
the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. 

And there was given him dominion, and giory, and a 
kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should 
serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which 
shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not 
be destroyed. ... 


And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of 
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the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to 
the people of the saints of the most High, whose king- 
dom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall 
serve and obey him. 


The prophet Zechariah is God’s mouthpiece for 
many messages concerning the coming glory. I quote 
once only from him in the present study — verses 
10-13 of the second chapter: 

Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion: for, lo, I come, and 
I will dwell in the midst of thee, saith the Lord. 

And many nations shall be joined to the Lord in that 
day, and shall be my people: and I will dwell in the 
midst of thee, and thou shalt know that the Lord of hosts 
hath sent me unto thee. 

And the Lord shall inherit Judah his portion in the 
holy land, and shall choose Jerusalem again. 

Be silent, O all flesh, before the Lord: for he is raised 
up out of his holy habitation. 


Will the World Welcome Him? 


It is not a converted world that will greet the Lord 
Jesus at his second coming. His own words, recorded 
in the synoptic Gospels, show. that the world will not 
be glad to see him. Let us look again at his Olivet 
discourse: 


For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth 
even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son 
of man be. ... 

Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the 
sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, 
and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of 
the heavens shall be shaken: 

And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in 
heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, 
and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds 
of heaven with power and great glory... . 

But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the com- 
ing of the Son of man be. 

For as in the days that were before the flood they were 
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until 
the day that Noe entered into the ark, 

And knew not until the flood came, and took them all 
away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be 
(Matt. 24 : 27-39). : 

See also Luke 17: 28-30, and then this: 

And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, 
and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, 
with perplexity; the sea and the waves. roaring; 

Men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after 
those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers 
of heaven shall be shaken. ; 

And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a 
cloud with power and great glory (Luke 21 : 25-27). 


The “Day of the Lord” is introduced by “Christ’s 
Earth-Convulsing Return.” The Day of the Lord, 
or of Jehovah, is a lengthened period beginning with 
the Second coming of Christ to the earth and going 
on through the Millennium itself, finally culminating 
in the Day of God at the close of the kingdom age. 
It is very trequently referred to by the prophets, 
and sometimes called merely “that day,” or “the 
great day.” We are now living in man’s day, with 
man on trial and probation; but man’s day will be 
succeeded by the Day of the Lord, which “shall be 
upon every one that is proud and lofty, and upon 
every one that is lifted up; and he shall be brought 
low . .. And the loftiness. of man shall be bowed 
down, and the haughtiness of men _ shall be made 
low: and the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day. 
And the idols he shall utterly abolish. And they shall 
go into the holes of the rocks, and into the caves of 
the earth, fog fear of the Lord, and for the glory 


of-his majesty, when he ariseth to shake terribly the 
earth. In that day a man shall cast his idols of silver, 
and his idols of gold, which they made each one for 
himself to worship, to the moles and to the bats; 
to go into the clefts of the rocks, and into the tops 
of the ragged rocks, for fear of the Lord, and for 
the glory of his majesty, when he ariseth to shake 
terribly the earth” (Isa. 2: 12-21). 


Behold, the day of the Lord cometh, cruel both with 
wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land desolate: and he 
shall destroy the sinners thereof out of it. 

For the stars of heaven and the constellations ‘thereof 
shall not give their light: the sun shall’ be darkened in 
his going forth, and the moon shall not cause her light 
to shine. 

And I will punish the world for their evil, and the 
wicked for their iniquity; and I will cause the arrogancy 
of the proud to cease, and will lay low the haughtiness 
of the terrible. & 

I will make a man more precious than fine gold; even 
a man than the golden wedge of Ophir. 

Therefore I will shake the heavens, and the earth shall 
remove out of her place, in the wrath of the Lord of hosts, 
and in the day of his fierce anger (Isa. 13: 9-13); 


Alas for the day! for the dzy of the Lord is at hand, and 
as a destruction from the Almighty shall it come (Joel 
I: 15). 

Woe unto you that desire the day of the Lord! to what end 
4 it for you? the day of the Lord is darkness, and not 
ight. 

As if a man did flee from a lion, and a bear met him; 
or went into the house, and leaned his hand on the 
wall, and a serpent bit him. 

Shall not the day of the Lord be darkness, and not light? 
even very dark, and no brightness in it? (Amos 5 : 18-20.) 


And so on. We have already looked several times 
on that very important section of Scripture includ- 
ing the twelfth, thirteenth, and fourteenth chapters 
of Zechariah, and in it we have seen that it is the 
Day of the Lord that terminates the Great Tribula- 
tion, the battle of Armageddon, and the Times of 
the Gentiles, and brings in the Second Advent of 
the. .Messiah in connection with .the great siege of 
Jerusalem by the armies of all nations. See espe- 
cially Zechariah 14:1-3. It is here that we see the 
Mount of Olives dividing -under Messiah’s feet 
and the land in the vicinity of Jerusalem reduced to 
a plain. “All the land shall be turned as a plain 


from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem: and it © 


shall be lifted up, and inhabited in her place, from 
Benjamin’s gate unto the place of the first gate, unto 
the corner gate, and from the tower of Hananeel unto 
the king’s winepresses. And men shall dwell in it, 
and there shall be no more utter destruction; but 
Jerusalem shall be safely inhabited” (14: 10, 11). 

Jerusalem is not a seaport, and it is an unheard-of 
thing for an interior city to become a great metrop- 
olis. Jerusalem must be made a seaport, for Jeru- 
salem is to be the political, and commercial, and re- 
ligious capital and center of the universal empire. 
That will be the time when “the Lord shall be king 
over all the earth: in that day shall there be one 
Lord, and his name one” (Zech. 14:9). 


How Jerusalem is to Become a Seaport! 


The great physical changes which will be wrought 
in the region surrounding Jerusalem will make that 
city a seaport, with an immense harbor connecting 
the city with the Mediterranean sea. The great and 
mysterious basin of the Dead sea will be filled up to 
constitute a part of that harbor. The Dead sea is 
now over one thousand two hundred feet below the 
level of the Mediterranean, though it is only fifty 
miles distant from it. Jerusalem is between the two 
bodies of water. 


And it shall be in that day, that living waters shall go 
out from Jerusalem; half of them toward the former sea 
[that is, the sea before, or in front of, the city, meaning 
the Mediterranean], and half of them toward the hinder 
sea [that is, the sea behind the city, meaning the Dead 
sea]: in summer and in winter shall it be (Zech 14:8), 


This mighty river is described in much detail in the 
forty-seventh chapter of Ezekiel: 


Afterward he brought me again unto the door of the 
house; and, behold, waters issued out from under the 
threshold of the house eastward: for the forefront of the 
house stood toward the east,! and the waters came down 
from under from the right side of the house, at the 
south side-‘of the altar. ’ 

Then brought he me out of the way of the gate north- 
ward, and led me about the way without unto the utter 





1The “house” in this Scripture is the Millennial Temple. 
It will face the east, looking toward the present location 
of “the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the 
east.” This mount will be split in two in order to make 
room for the great river to spring forth from Jerusalem 
as the result of the great topographical changes/‘to ac- 
company Christ’s earth-convulsing return. 
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gate by the way that looketh eastward; and, behold, there 
ran out waters on the right -side. 

And when the man that had the line in his hand went 
forth eastward, he measured a thousand cubits,’ and he 
brought me through the waters; the waters were to the 
ankles. 

Again he measured a thousand, and brought me through 
the waters; the waters were to the knees. Again he mea- 
sured a thousand, and brought me through; the waters 
were to the loins. 

Afterward he measured a thousand; and it was a river 
that I could not pass over: for the waters were risen, 
waters to swim in, a river that could not be passed over. ... 

Then said he unto me, These waters issue out toward 
the east country, and go-down into the desert, and go into 
the sea: which being brought forth into the sea, the waters 
shall be healed... . : 

And it shall come to pass, that the fishers shall stand 
upon it from En-gedi even unto En-eglaim*; they shall 
be a place to spread forth nets; their fish shall be ac- 
cording to their kinds, as the fish of the great sea [i. e., 
the Mediterranean], exceeding many. 

But the miry places thereof and the marishes thereof 
shall not be healed; they shall be given to salt. 


From all of which it is plain that the Dead sea 
basin is to become a great landlocked harbor, con- 
nected with the Mediterranean sea by a great river 
springing forth from Jerusalem, in the ‘day when 
Jerusalem shall be the City of the Great King, the 
joy of the whole earth. The Dead sea is now indeed 





1I am not unaware of the general “spiritualizing”’ of 
this passage, but all such efforts fail to throw light upon 
it. We are here looking upon a real river that shall one 
day flow out from Jerusalem, the mightiest river the world 
has ever known, upon whose bosom tke combined fleets 
of all nations may ride in safety. Counting 18 inches to 
the cubit, Ezekiel and his heavenly guide waded over a 
mile into the river before reaching water too deep for 
wading, and then found “waters to swim in, a river’ that 
could not be passed over.” This will serve to show what 
a tremendous body of water this river will be. 


These are points on the opposite side of the Dead sea. 


‘Heir, the Son of David, the Son of 
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a place of death, but in the coming doy it will be 
a place of life, for its waters shall be*healed by the 
waters from the river. 


And by the river upon the bank thereof, on this side 
and on that side, shall grow. all trees for meat, whose leaf 
shall not fade, neither shall the fruit thereof be consumed: 
it shall bring forth new fruit according to his months, 
because their waters they issued out of the sanctuary: 
and the fruit thereof shall be for meat, and the leaf thereof 
for medicine (verse 12). 


There is great similarity between the restored 
earthly Jerusalem and the heavealy Jerusalem,’ the 
house of the bride, the Lamb’s wife. The earthly city 
is made after the heavenly pattern. Revelation 22: 
I, 2 also tells of a “pure river of water of life, clear 
as crystal, preceeding out of the throne of God and 


of the Lamb.” Yet the two cities are not identical. 
The city described in Ezekiel is the earthly Jeru- 
salem as she shall appear when the throne of David 


is re-established there and occupied by the promised 
of God, “which in 
his times he shall shew, who is the blessed and only 
Potentate, the Kinc or Kincs, AND Lorp or Lorps; 
who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light 
which no man can approach unto; whom no man hath 
seen, nor can see: to whom be horor and power ever- 
lasting” (1 Tim. 6:15, 16). 

“Our God shall come.” We may hold to that, and 
depend upon that, and rest in that, for “the mighty 
God, even the Lord, hath spoken.” Therefore, “Let 
the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let 
the sea roar, and the fulness thereof. Let the field 
be ‘joyful, and all that is therein: then shall all the 
trees of the wood rejoice before the Lord: for he 
cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth: he shall 
judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples 
with his truth.” 


PHILADELPHIA. 





Why Peter’s Captain Said “Thank You” 


After we had distributed gifts to the 
Fourth Belgian Carabiniers 


By Mrs. Ralph C. Norton . 





“ Thirty cents!”” Our standard of measurement, in slang talk, of nearly nothing! But 
how much do you suppose thirty cents is worth in Belgium, and how much more still in 
spiritual values when God is in it? Mrs. Ralph C. Norton of the Belgian Gospel Mis- 
sion tells on this page; and Mr. Norton is in this country now, open to engagements 
so far as he is able to accept, to relate God’s wonderful leadings in the after-the-war 


work through their new headquarters in Brussels. 


He may be addressed at 1031 


Walnut Street, Philadelphia, to which address also gifts for the support of the 


work, and particularly for supplying Scriptures to meet the increasing 
be sent in care of C. G. Trumbull, Treasurer. 


in Belgium this year. A wild night it was, 

with the surf breaking against the shore, dash- 
ing over the “Vindictive” —that glorious wreck, ly- 
ing half out of the water, where the gallant British 
sank her during the war in the channel passage to 
obstruct the exit of German submarines. 

And all the night through, great iron shutters from 
the half-destroyed houses were beating a nbisy 
tattoo on all sides. At our hotel doors the little 
children were crying for bread, but we could not 
know this until later, when .the kindly landlady told 
it to us, with many other sad and tragic things. 

I am harking back to the beginning of this event- 
ful year of 1919. In January I wrote this descrip- 
tion of our after-the-armistice entry into Belgium, but 
events in the blessed development of our Bel- 
gian Gospel Mission came so rapidly that the article 
has had to wait long to appear in print. I have 
told in other articles of transferring our headquar- 
ters from London to Brussels; of God’s providing 
a four-story building, with garage, so ideally adapted 
to our needs that we believe he planned it for us 
before we ever dreamed of being in Belgium; of 
new helpers coming from America; of distributing 
food and clothing to the civilian population; of being 
received again by the gracious Queen; of the first 
wonderful Gospel service, with more than forty con- 
versions; of Bible class work begun, and of continued 
openings here and there for evangelistic work. May 
I now have a retrospective word about our earliest 
beginnings in Belgium, referring again to the “Christ- 
mas boxes” for the soldiers? 

As long as we were able to listen, this good 
woman hostess at the Ostend hotel poured our her 
heart to us. Dreadful stories of the Occupation she 
related, telling of the hardships and sufferings so long 
endured; of the time when there were no potatoes; 
when meat was nine dollars a pound, coffee, twenty, 
and when discouragement was so great that they 
had almost given up hope. “Then,” she said, “the 
Germans were always in fine spirits, but,” she went 
on, “the Americans came into the war, and the 
British one night sank the ‘Vindictive’ in our har- 
bor, and from that time the spirits of the Germans 
began to droop, and ours to mount.” 

ut not all her story was tragic, although all was 


OB gave us sleep the first night we spent 


demand, may 


pathetic. For she told how the rumor flew around 
Ostend one day that the Allies were advancing — 
they refused to believe it — until the German forces 
were actually retiring from the city. Then the first 
Belgian soldier entered, on foot. “He was almost 
killed,” she told us; “for the whole populace wanted 
to have hold of him,” she said, “and when I saw 
him, one tall civilian had hold of him on one side 
pulling him up and another short one on the other 


side dragging him down, and the poor fellow all the 


time crying out, ‘You are killing me!’ 
“The people were mad with joy—and when a 


little later the King and Queen entered, the scene. 


was repeated. Every one hung on to the King— 
uy one kissed the Queen,” so she affirmed! 

e€ were journeying in a solitary motor car across 
that once beautiful and productive country, now 
charred, disfigured, ruined. 

A telegram had reached us late in November, 1918, 
in London, from General Gillain, Chief of Staff of 
the Belgian army, telling us we were accorded per- 
mission to visit Brussels at the Christmas time for 
the distribution of gifts to the troops; and that this 
military car would meet us at Boulogne to convey 
us to Brussels. Later it was arranged that a motor 
lorry should also be sent to Boulogne to carry the 
supplies of clothing and gifts we were bringing 
across the Channel with us. 

For our journey was to consume two days, al- 
though in ordinary times a motor car can make the 
trip from Boulogne to Brussels in seven hours. But 
our car had done service at the Front since the be- 

inning of hostilities, and there were frequent stops 
or repairs.en route. 

However, we knew that if we must depend upon 
the meager train facilities, the journey might well 
occupy four or five days, and we should be travel- 
ing in coaches, unheated, unlighted, packed with re- 
turning refugees, where even standing room would 
be at a premium. The boat service between England 
and Belgium had just been resumed, and more of 
our precious boxes of warm clothing and food were 
being sent by that route, but the time of departure 
of these boats is ever uncertain, sailings being 
often delayed for days. 

So most grateful were we for the hospitable gray 
motor car with its friendly soldier-chauffeur, and 
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most of all, deeply thankful to Him who had planned 
all things so wisely and well for his children. 

What a journey it was! We followed the trail 
of war all the way to Brussels, with traces of the 
retreating warfare of the Germans on every hand. 

In spite of the breakdowns of our veteran military 
car, it had brought us to Ostend in time for that 
first night’s stay in the land where God had privileged 
us to cast our lot. 

When we ourselves sallied forth from our hotel 
the next morning, -we were surrounded by a group 
of “Ostenders.” Finding we were Americans they 
or embraced us. “You are our saviours,” they 
said. 

Resuming our journey that da 
brought us to our destination, Brussels, by way o 
Bruges and Ghent. All the way our heatts ached 
with pity, for the paths were lined with returning 
refugees, pushing their few belongings in carts or 
carrying them on their backs, returning over a 
weary road to roofless homes or homes completely 
destroyed. “There they put up a few boards for a 
temporary shelter from the rain, and they laugh — 
for they have lost the power to weep,” so Peter 
told us later as we described to him the scenes of 
that day. 

Arriving late in Brussels, a long hunt for a hotel 
at last brought us to one, the Astoria, which before 
the war had evidently been one of the leading hos- 
tels. Now, robbed of brass, of mattresses, of linen, 
_ little frequented, it seemed a lonely enough 
place. 

We found a small room with a modicum of heat, 
and here, with the aid of the food brought from 
America, we existed very comfortably. 

But, alas, when we went out to purchase food 
or for a restaurant meal—condensed milk, $1.10 a 
tin; butter, $3 a pound; cheese, $5; coffee, $12 a 
pound! And were we to need a new pair of shoes, 
we should pay from $50 to $75 for one pair! 

“But times will be better soon, for boats will be- 
gin to arrive from America, and American hearts 
are ‘tres, tres bons,” so the cordial Brussels folk 
assured us. 

Yes, American hearts are kind, and how we prayed 
that the gifts we were bringing might illustrate that 
Gospel which we had come to Belgium to preach, 

The distribution of gifts to the soldiers had been 
made by the medium of Christmas cards, as has pre- 
viously been told. We brought them over from 
England — 120,000 cards enclosed in envelopes, each 
card bearing a message in French and Flemish, con- 
veying Christmas greetings, quoting a passage of 
Scripture, and beseeching the soldier to let this “holy 
child Jesus” be born in his own heart. Attached to 
each card was a coupon, which torn off could be pre- 
sented at any Government store and in exchange the 
récipient would receive one-half pound of chocolate, 
a cake of toilet wr and two candles. 

These goods, bought in America for us by the Bel- 
gian Government several months before, had been ia 
this country for some time awaiting the Christmas 
distribution of cards. We were pleased that those 
gifts, which represented an outlay to you of The 
Sunday School Times family and to us of about 
30 cents for each soldier, had an actual cash value 
now in Belgium of five or six dollars! 

Our personal distribution of a portion of the gifts 
was made to two thousand men in barracks in Brus- 
sels, the day before Christmas, and on Christmas 
day in Antwerp, Peter’s home city. In my next 
article I shall relate the story of that beautiful Chris- 
mas day, and of our meeting with Peter’s wife and 
family. 

At our distribution of gifts in Brussels, there was 
the usual accompaniment of martial music and ad- 
dresses of welcome from polite officers, then the 
marching past of two thousand soldiers, who received 
from our hands the envelope and smiled back their 
grateful thanks. 

It was to Peter’s regiment, the Fourth Carabiniers, 
that we presented the gifts, and a prouder and hap- 
pier trio than Peter, Arthur, and John, of our corps 
of trench apostles would have been difficult to find. 
It was truly miraculous that these three had been 
spared, together with Adolphe, Louis, and many other 
of our dear boys. They know they have been spared 
“for Belgium’s sake,” and-pray to be found faithful 
in the coming days. Peter during those days of the 
offensive was a messenger, going from one battery 
to another. That his iife was spared was a true 
miracle. 

One of the first to. greet us on the parade ground 
was Peter’s captain, who so often during the war 
used to come to Peter for spiritual instructions. His 
first words to us were words of thanks for the Bible 
we had sent him, and to assure us of his desire that 
the Bible might be better known in Belgium. 

Last of all, I regret to say, we had to spoil a 
perfectly good champagne party arranged for us in 
the officers’ mess. The officers did have their cham- 
pagne, but we had coffee, and I believe they thought 
none the less of us for our stand. 

Then late Christmas eve, with Peter, for whom we 
had obtained a five-days’ leave, we set off for Ant- 
werp. 

BrvussELs. 
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LESSON 3. OCTOBER 19. JESUS IN PETER’S HOME 


“Mark 1 : 29-39 


Golden Text.—Jesus said unto him, To-day is salvation come to this house.—Luke 19 : 9. 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 

T IS* said of Robert Louis Stevenson that he 
] once visited a leper settlement, and showed deep 

sympathy and much kindness to the lepers. But 
he tells of this resolve in connection with the visit: 
“I made up my mind, on the voyage, not to give my 
hand.” One who has recorded this notes: “It may 
have been a wise precaution, but Jesus, conscious 
of his healing wer, had no fear of contagion. 
It was the a of His hand that meant ae | 
and deliverance to the diseased and the sinful; an 
nothing less than the touch of our Lord’s own hand 
to-day can save any one, A beautiful comment on 
the touch of Jesus is given by Mr. Ridgway (1). 


Our Background Material 

Let members of the class be constantly encouraged 
to master whole books of the Bible, by reading a 
book through at a sitting, and then re-reading the 
book over and over again until its message as a whole 
and its logical divisions stand out clearly. The brief 
Gospel of Mark, from which were taken last week’s 
and this week’s lessons, with other lessons to come, 
furnishes a good opportunity for such “synthetic” 
study. In his book of “Synthetic Bible Studies” 
(Revell, $1.50), Dr. James M. Gray suggests the 
following outline of Mark’s Gospel: 

1. The Period of the Advent, 1:1 to 2:12. 

2. The Period of the Conflict, 2:13 to 8: 26. 

3. The Period of the Claim, 8:27 to 13 : 37. 

4. The Period of the Sacrifice, 14:1 to 15: 47. 

5. The Period of the Triumph, 16 : 1-20. 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragrapbe in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

Did your heart ever sink when you saw some un- 
expected and apparently undersirable interruption 
headed your way? And then later have you had 
occasiop to thank God from the bottom of your heart 
that 1é sent you that interruption? “Mrs. Simon” 
may have felt much “put out” when she saw her 
husband and several unexpected guests coming toward 
her house that Sabbath day; notice Mr. Rogers’ (1) 
treatment of this inctdent, and the surprise Jesus 
had in store for her. 

It was a wonderful Sabbath in Capernaum, that 
day. There had been an unprecedented synagogue 
service (Mark 1: 21-27). demon, an unclean spirit, 
had tried to break up the service, and had more than 
met his match in Christ. Have the details of this 
experience brought out in class. 

Notice that Jesus “went into their synagogues” 
habitually at this time (vs. 21, 30). His-ministry 
was primarily to the Jews (Matt. 15:24). Why? 
Was not all the world to have his blessings? 

Our Lord’s ministry got results, He nat only 
taught and preached, but the lives of his hearers were 
revolutionized, both spiritually and physically. That 
is the ministry to which he calls his disciples to-day: 
not only the telling of the Good News, but the bring- 
ing of lives dead in trespasses and sin into an utterly 
new life in Christ, with supernatural results. The 
Gospel message of victory has been characterized as: 

The disease: Sin. 

The cure: Christ. 

The result: A Miracle. 


The Christian who is content merely to tell the 
Good News, without believingly counting on God 
to use him to revolutionize the lives of hearers, is 
failing in the ministry to which Christ calls us. 

Feverishness is replaced by quietness and peace, 
when Jesus is allowed to work. Simon’s wife’s 
mother is still praising him that he proved this to 
her. Let some one in class read aloud the beautiful 
bit of verse showing that our Lord must have quiet 
hands, not feverish ones, through which to do his 
work (Illustration Round-Table, 1). . 

Do not let any of the class think that when the 
Bible speaks of demon possession this was a super- 
stitious or ignorant idea of mental trouble, or in- 
sanity, or epilepsy, or any merely mental or physical 
condition. It was exactly what God’s Word calls 
it: the possession of a human body by another be- 
ing, a demon, or by demons, who inhabited that 
human body and ruled it. It was an unspeakable 
tragedy, and still is wherever it occurs; it seems 
to be found now more in heathen lands where the 
power of Satan is almost wholly unrestrained by 
Christian atmosphere and influences. And it is 
still healed by the same Lord Jesus, as members 
of his body call upon his name for this miracle-de- 
liverance of the demon possessed. 





Pufitiongl Material for Teachers: Matt. 8 : 14-17; Luke 4 : 38-44. 
Primary Topic: Things to Do on Sunday. 

Lesson Materi.l ; Mark x : 21-34. 

Memory Verse: Jesus of Nazareth . . . who went about do- 
le dant Acts ap od sili o 
"Tessa Material : Mark ” $21-34. 

Memory Verse: Matt. 12:12. 


Intermediate Topic: W: of Spen ‘ 
Senior and Adak ’ hy by ay oy are 


opic : " 
Additional Material : Mark 14 : 1-9; Luke 10; 38-42; 19 11-10 
John 12; 1-8; Rom.*16 ; 3-5; Eph. 6: 1-9. 











29 And straightway, ‘when they were come out of the 
synagogue, they came into the house of Simon and An- 
drew, with *Jamcs and John. 30 Now Simon’s wife’s mother 
lay sick of a fever; and straightway they tell him of her: 
gt and he came and took her by the hand, and raised her 
up; and the fever left her, and she ministered unto them. 

32 And at even, when the sun did set, they brought, unte 
him all that were sick, and them that were ®possessed with 
demons. 33 And all the city was gathered together 
at the door. 34 And he healed many that were sick with 
divers diseases, and cast out many demons; and he suffered 
not the demons to speak, because they knew him‘. 

3s And in the morning, a great while before day, he rose 
up and went out, and departed into a desert place, and 
there prayed. 36 And Simon and they that were with him 
followed after h’m; 37 and they found him, and say unto 
him, All are seeking thee. 38 And he saith unto them, Let 
us go elsewhere into the next towns, that I may preach 
there also; for to this end came I forth. 39 And* he went 
into their synagogues throughout all Galilee, preaching 
and casting out demons. 


1Some ancient authorities read when he was come out 
of the synagogue, he came, etc. *Or, Jacob *Or, de- 
moniacs *Many ancient authorities add to be Christ, 
See Luke 4.41. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








Why the Lord did not allow the demon to speak - 


in testimony of him is explained by Dr. Griffith 
Thomas (I, 1). 

Are the members of your class clear on the Chris- 
tian’s rightful observance of the Lord’s day? A rich 
study of this is given in Mrs. Askew’s lesson article, 
and sound principles for the observance of the day 
are given by Dr. Griffith Thomas (III, 3). 

Here is a golden opportunity; also, to bring your 
class into the fruitful practise .of the “Morning 
Watch,” as they study how Jesus himself “a great 
while before day ... rose up and went out, and de- 
ene into a desert place, and there prayed” (v. 35). 

hy is there such a special blessing in quiet, secluded 
prayer in the morning, before the day has begun? 
No one who has ever tried it has any doubt as to 
the blessing. The class might look up such refer- 
ences as the following:: Exodus 24:4; 2 Chronicles 
29:20; Psalm 59:16; 119:55; Job 1:5; Isaiah 50: 
4; Nehemiah 8:3; Luke 2:37; Acts 10:9. Tell the 
class about the “desert place” prayer rooms that 
used to be built into the houses of the New England 
Fathers (Illustration Round-Table, 3). 

And here are some reasons for a special blessing 
in the Morning Watch: 


It is putting God first. ‘ 

It is not easy; it is costly, and means sacrifice. 

It is at the beginning of a new day, before we have 
entered upen the activities and obligations of the day, 
and before the pressure and interruptions close in on 
us, : 
It is being apart from all others alone with God. 

It is at a time which guarantees to us a freedom from 
interruption that we cannot count upon at other times. 

Our Lord did it: that is enough to show that there may 
be a very special blessing ‘in it for us. 


John R. Mott’s little pamphlet “The Morning 
Watch,” which has blessed many, may be given to 
every member of the class. (Association Press, 347 
Madison Avenue, New York, 5 cents.) 


The Truth that Is Golden 


No one who ever came to Jesus, in conscious need, 
and believing, went away disappointed. That has 
been true always, is true to-day, and always will be. 

There were two classes of sick persons in Caper- 
naum that marvelous Sabbath evening who were not 
healed: those who were sick but did not know it, and 
therefore were satisfied with their sick condition; 
and those who, though knowing they were sick, 
nevertheless did not believe Jesus could heal them. 
Why there were some unhealed and demon-possessed 
persons in Capernaum that night is shown by Mr. 
Ridgway (2). But those who were sick and did 
know it, and went to Jesus believing that he could 
heal, found such a joy as only God can give needy 
men. Have we come to him conscious of our own 
need, and believing utterly in him? 


Teaching Points 


Simon and his friend did not know as well as our 
Lord knew what our Lord ought to do. So they 





ried to get him to change his plans (vs. 36-38). 
Praise God, they could not do so! ow often we 
think we know better than God knows what he ought 
to do for us or for others. How glad we should be 
that we cannot change his plans! 


_ The loved ones of Christ’s disciples are included 
in the blessing of those disciples (vs 30, 31). Let 
us claim by faith the salvation and full deliverance 
of all the loved ones of our family circle, for whom 
we have a responsibility before (Acts 16:31). 

There is something better than having the mastery of 
the devil (Illustration Round-Table, 2). 


It was at even, as the sun was setting, that these 
needy ones were brought to our Lord 32, 33). 
Do that. eae and setting sun typify the 
evening-time and sunset of the Jews’ hopes and op- 
portunity, just then historically at hand because they 
were so soon to reject their Messiah, and as a nation 
would have to be set aside until the fulness of the 
Gentiles shall be come in (Rom. 11:25)? And does 
this not suggest also that at the end of this present 
age of grace, in this evening and sunset time, there 
may be a great revival of souls throughout the world 
turning to the Lord Jesus, in response to God’s last 
call to men before the opportunity of this age of 
grace is ended? 


Questions for Study and Discussion ‘ 
What significance has “straightway” in verse 29? 
Did Simon expect Jesus to heal his wife’s mother? 


Why does God permit demon possession in human 
beings, who are made in His image? 


Why are most men more concerned about bodily 
healing than about spiritual healing? 


Why did Jesus need to pray? 


Why should we pray after a special output of spir- 
ray power, as our Lord did? (Dr. Griffith Thomas, I, 
2. 


Why would not Jesus return to the multitudes who 
were seeking him? (v. 37.) 
To what end did Jesus “come forth”? (v. 38.) 
PHILADELPHIA, 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, A.M., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





TuHeE Law or ATTENTION.—Attention is secured 
and held only through some interest immediate 
or derived. 











ESUS had little difficulty in attracting attention 

to himself whenever he ministered to the physical 

needs of.men. After his day of ministry in Caper- 
naum, he was interrupted in his place of solitude and 
prayer by the call of fhe disciples: “All men seek 
for thee.” His answer seems to imply that this 
notoriety was not pleasing to him. He would have 
been better pleased had they been more intent upon 
his preaching, — “for therefore came I forth.” Does 
this not suggest the possibility that men may still be 
too much concerned about bodily healing and not 
enough devoted to the Lord and the spiritual truth 
he has brought, so that Satan himself may utiiize this 
interest to draw attention from the greater things 
of God? Our interest in the blessed reality of the 
Master’s ministry of healing should but lead us, as 
he intended, to an abiding interest in him and an 
earnest attention to all his revealed truth. 

Again, the circumstance may lead us as teachers 
to recognize that a derived interest does not always 
carry over, as we might wish it to do, into the matter 
to which we wish to draw especial attention. In- 
terest and therefore attention may remain focused 
upon the secondary item which we have, for teach- 
ing purposes, associated with the primary item. It is 
the province of the teacher to discover this fact, and 
not to assume an interest and attention which do not 
exist. 

Attention may be centered upon this lesson through 
different avenues of practical approach. It is sug- 
gested that the younger pupils get from it some help 
on the important problem of how to spend Sunday, 
and that the adults vision a home illumined by the 
abiding presence of Christ. Not a few adult classes 
could attract to themselves attention and attendance 
if the teacher can be reverent enough and _ thor- 
oughly enough prepared to advertise a week in ad- 
vance a fair discussion of the question: “Does, Jesus 
heal to-day?” 


Huntinepon, PA, 













































































































The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





of Christ on his two disciples, with special 
reference to ordinary, daily experience, es- 

ially in reference to the Sabbath and the home. 
or another and more general treatment of this 

ssage see The Sunday School Times, 1918, p. 6. 
We must now try to see the effect of all this on 
Peter and John instead of considering it in general. 
1. The Lesson’s: Main 

The Master in Church (vs. 21-28). Capernaum 
was on the sea shore, and an important place on the 
road between Egypt and the East. Christ’s entrance 
into the synagogue on the Sabbath Day suggests 
that it was his custom to worship with his fellow- 
countrymen. His teaching by definite authority was 
in marked contrast with that of the Jewish leaders, 
the scribes, who were accustomed simply to repeat 
what other teachers of earlier times had said. 

The man with an unclean spirit indicates some- 
thing quite different from ordinary disease. It is 
probable that a special manifestation of diabolical 
power was permitted by God during Christ’s earthly 
ministry in order to show the still greater power of 
our Lord. The fact that this man was in the syna- 
gogue is striking, and perhaps implies that he him- 
self wished to-worship God. The immediate recog- 
nition of Jesus Christ by the spirits is most impres- 
sive. They recognized his humanity as the Nazarene and 
his Deity as “the Holy One of God.” They also recog- 
nized his power and purpose, thinking that he had 
come to destroy them. But Christ did not allow 
them to testify of him, probably because he would 
not tolerate testimony from such creatures, and so 
he ordered’ silence and commanded the unclean 
spirit to come out of the poor man. The result 
was instantaneous, and all were astonished at this 
new power which extended even as far as evil spirits. 
To Peter and Jehn this must have been a great 
revelation of their Master. Perhaps Peter thereby be- 
came aware for the first time of his Master’s char- 
acter, and the warfare which he had come to wage 
against every form of evil. Above all, Peter and 
John might have been reminded that Christ was 
equal to the greatest difficulties, and that nothing 
was beyond his power. (1) 

The Master in the Home (vs. 29-31). It is prob- 
able that Christ made the house of Peter his homie 
during his stay at Capernaum (6:3). His mother- 
in-law was sick with a great fever, and in response 
to the immediate information Christ was equally 
prompt in healing. It is beautiful to notice His own 
tender treatment of her and the way in which she 
ministered in grateful acknowledgment. Perhaps 
Peter’s strength and force needed this gentle and 
loving reminder. Our Lord in the home, and espe- 
cially face to face with suffering, would be a re- 
minder of the well-known words of the Psalmist, 
“Thy gentleness hath made me great” (Psalm 18: 35). 
Peter himself, years afterwards, speaks of the price- 
lessness of a meek and quiet spirit (1 Peter %: 
4, 8), and perhaps this was the first time he was 
taught the lesson. There is scarcely any lesson so 
essential for strong men to learn as the necessity 
of gentleness and tenderness. The quietest things in 
nature are often the most powerful, and the true 
disciple will blend in his character both tenderness 
and strength, “grace and truth.” 


The Master in the City (vs. 32-34). When the 
Sabbath was over, and the law, as then regarded, 
would not be broken by their action, the people 
brought to Christ all their needy ones afflicted in 
various ways. The crowd was very great as they 
assembled at the door of Peter’s house. Once again, 
Christ responded immediately and effectively and 
many were healed. But again, he would not permit 
the demons to speak, even though they were ready 
to acknowledge him as their Lord. The crowd must 
must have been a wonderful reminder to Simon and 
John of the great need of mankind, which their 
Master had come to meet. This huge mass of pain 
and misery was quietly but effectively met. And if, 
as is generally thought, Mark’s Gospel was written 
under the guidance of Peter, we can understand 
the vividness of these verses as expressive of a per- 
sonal reminiscence, 


The Master in Secret (vs. 35-39).. In the early 
morning the chamber was empty and the guest had 
departed. There was a general search for him and 
at last he was found in a quiet place praying. This 
was the reason why he had risen a great while be- 
fore day. The work he had done on the Sabbath had 
evidently meant a great output of spiritual power, 
and, from the human standpoint, he needed to be 
refreshed through fellowship with His Father. Peter 
and John were thus taught the secret of their Mas- 
ter’s power, and it may well be thought that they did 
not easily forget this habit of prayer. The power 
expended in the various works accomplished the day 


W: ARE now to see something of the influence 
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before was thus fully explained in this secret com- 
munion. with (2) 


Il. Additional Material for Teachers 

Matthew 8:14-17; Luke 4:38-44. _ - 

1. Matthew 8:14-17. Matthew's account of these 
incidents, especially our Lord’s healing. He asso- 
ciates this with Scripture, and connects it with the 
well-known passage in Isaiah 53: 4. 


2. Luke 4: 38-44. Luke’s account of the same in- 
cidents, and the special point seems to be that every 
one, not merely many, received the blessing. 


1. Intermediate Topic: Ways of Spending Sunday. 
This pny y tells us of one Sabbath day in the 
life of our Lord, and from it we may learn the right 
way of observing the Lord’s Day. Questions arise 
from time to time as to what is not permissible on 
this day. People are fond of asking whether they 
may do this or that or the other. Like most other 
things in life the best way of settling it is by means 
of a Scriptural principle rather than any rules, 


Ill. The Graded Topics 


There are three great truths which may be said 
to sum up everything connected with Sunday, and 
it can be said without question that everything which 
agrees with these three is right, while anything that 
cannot be included in them must necessarily be wrong. 
The Sabbath was given for (1) rest. Our bodies 
and minds need this quiet if they are to be strong 
and fulfil the duties God intended. Then the Sab- 
bath was intended for (2) worship. We see our 
Lord’s observance of this in the synagogue, and it 
tells us that our spirits as well as our bodies need 
this special opportunity. The. Sabbath is also in- 
tended for (3) service. Christ did good on the 
Sabbath by heiping those who were in need, and 
anything we can do to help others, whether by 
teaching or loving deeds, will certainly be in thor- 
ough harmony with the great requirements of the 
Lord’s Day. When these three things are kept to- 
gether and carefully observed our Sundays will be 
days of Heaven upon earth. (3) 


2. Senior and Adult Topic: Christ in the Home. 
(Additional Material: Mark 14:1-9; Luke 10: 38- 
42; 19:1-10; John 12: 1-8; Romans 16: 3-5; Eph. 
6:1-9.) The picture of Christ in the home of Simon 
and Andrew is a beautiful reminder of what ought 
to be true of every Christian home to-day. Some- 
times a card is found on the walls of our homes 
which commences with the words: “Christ is the 
Head of this house,” and if this is true he will ful- 
fil a fourfold function: (1) He will be the Saviour 
from sin; (2) He will be the Teacher of Divine 
truth; (3) He will be the Master of every life; (4) 
He will be the Friend of all, from the oldest to 
the youngest. This is the unspeakable privilege of 
having “Christ in the Home.” 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


As we try to think what ali this meant to Peter 
and John we may notice in the story three char- 
acteristics of true life as illustrated by Christ. 


1. Holiness. The refusal of Christ to allow the 
evil spirits to bear witness to him, and their descrip- 
tion of him as “the Holy One of God” show clearly 
that the words of Peter himself, years afterwards, 
are permanently true. “Ye shall be holy; for I am 
holy” (1 Peter 1:15,‘16). Holiness means separa- 
tion from sin and possession by God, and this is a 
lesson all the followers of Christ need to learn. 


2. Helpfulness. The work of. Christ in the syna- 
gogue, in the home, and in the city, shows that every 
genuine life’ will be marked by service for others. 
“For their sakes” (John 17:19) may well be taken 
as the motto of Christ’s life, and he was always think- 
ing of others. This, too, is his purpose for his dis- 
ciples. Our holiness will best be proved by our 
helpfulness. 


3. Prayerfulness. The Lord’s departure into a 
desert place for communion with God shows the 
secret both of holiness and helpfulness; in view of 
what he had done, and also of the many tasks that 
lay before him it was essential beyond everything 
else for him to go aside for a quiet time of prayer 
and fellowship. So must it be with every one of us. 
The strain of life and work will press on every part 
of our nature, spirit, soul, and body, and the only 
way of refreshment and renewed strength is by wait- 
ting upon God. Christian biography is full of testi- 
monies to the absolute necessity of solitary com- 
munion with God in order that work may be properly 
carried out. Tennyson says that “solitude is the 
mother country of the strong.” 


V. Leading Questions 


What special works of Christ are associated with 
Capernaum ? 


_What particular point in Christ’s teaching impressed 
his hearers? Why was this? 
_ How did the evil spirits testify to Christ’s human- 
ity and Deity? 

Why did not Christ allow the demons to testify 
of him? 


What is the teaching of the Bible about God in the 
home? 


* 551 


Collect instances from Mark’s Gospel of Christ's 
times of seclusion. 
PHILADELPHIA, - 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Mother-in-Law.—Simon’s wife’s mother lay 
sick of a fever; and straightway they tell him (v. 30). 
About the cheapest junk in the workbag of the joke- 
smith is the mother-in-law stuff. If a man does not 
get along well with his mother-in-law look out for the 
man. he natural impulse of a woman is to make 
a pet of the husband of her daughter and the father 
of her grandchildren. When there is any mother-in- 
law friction it is generally because of son-in-law lack 
of oil. Some men are “hogs” in their homes. And 
no mother ever loses the instinct to protect her child. 
I have been in the Sunday-school business for many 

ears. I have never known a Sunday-school goer to 

ave any mother-in-law trouble, Indeed, no wise 
management will ever fill a responsible position with 
a man who can not get along smoothly with his wife’s 
mother. Suspicion always rests upon the tact of such 
a man. Listen! The man who has not diplomacy 
enough to court his mother-in-law and one the home 
air sweet and restful can never successfully manage 
a business with its many delicate balancings of the 
human ego. Religion solves all life’s problems and 
adjusts all life’s relations. “Love suffereth long, and 
is kind.” Love always lets his womenfolks run him. 
So does Wisdom. Most mothers-in-law are wise. 
They have sailed the matrimonial sea and know the 
ropes! (Titus 2: 3-5.) 

The Loving Touch.—He came and took her by 
the hand, and raised her up ... and she ministered 
unto them (v. 31). It was not at all necessary for 
Jesus to take her by the hand. He had only to 
will the cure and speak the word. But he took her 
by the hand. Peter, for whom Mark is said to 
write, does not forget the touch. He seems to like 
these hand touches of Jesus (Mark 8: 23; 9:27; 10: 
16). And we like equally to read of them. They 
make the Master nearer and dearer. One time at 
Lake Mohonk where I was attending the Peace Con- 
ference I was with the late General O. O. Howard. As 
I walked with him he put that one arm of his in 
mine and he had a peculiar way of hugging you right 
up to him as he walked along without saying a word. 
I mentioned this one day to a friend who knew the 
dear old General quite well. “Do you know what he 
was doing?” “No,” I replied. “Well, that saintly 
soldier was praying for you and your work for the 
Master.” The touch and the prayer, and that connec- 
tion with heaven! “Simon, I have prayed for thee,” 
said the Master one day. Immediately after the touch 
came the ministry, mother-in-law ministry. “They 
stood like veterans,” said General Haig of some re- 
cruits. Mother-in-law is a veteran and gives efficient 
service. She knows how to take care of the baby. 
She knows how to plan the meals. She knows how 
to order the house. She knows how to handle the 
shinbone and leftovers for soup and the apples for 
pie. If any of you fellows are blessed with a mother- 
in-law under your roof sing the long metre doxology 
rey be the best little son-in-law you just know how. 

1 

The Opportunity.—He healed many ... diseases, 
and cast out many demons (v. 34). Capernaum was 
some city. You can see the ruins of it still. It prob- 
ably had in it pretty much who you find in big 
cities nowadays. Here was a strange sight upon 
which the Syrian moon looked down that night. A 
great city without a single disease, a single affliction, 
a single pain. Here in the midst of the city stood 
God himself shedding forth healing and life all 
around from lake shore to town’s end. No, the Book 
does not so say. And why not? For this reason: If 
you want anything from heaven you must draw near 
heaven (John 5:40). In my pinfeather days when 
the professor had made as big a fool of me as he 
is trying to make of you, and as he is himself. I 
used to get as chesty as a pouter pigeon and say, “If 
God loves me so much and wants be to he a_fol- 
lower of him so badly, why doesn’t he stretch forth 
the scepter of his power and say, ‘Ridgway, be ye 
saved’?” The only ones cured in Capernaum were 
those who got to Jesus. The only ones cured in 
Coatesville are those who get to Jesus. In Caper- 
“naum that night there was many a sufferer, many an 
incurable, many a blind and lame and halt. There 
was many a poor demoniac tied up in that great city. 
They did not know, they had no friends to oe 
them, they could not believe. It is just the same to- 
day in Coatesville and Yourtown. Here stands Jesus 
with the healing in his hands and over there lies 
misery. Who is going to bring them together? Is 
yours a case of “Let George do it”? (Rom. 14: 13- 
15.) (2) 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 


“How I Came to Believe the Bible,” the Editor's 
“Personal Confession,” may be had from The Sun- 
day School Times Company at 20 cts. a dozen copies, 
$7.50 a hundred, or 2 cts. each. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we thank thee that thou hast set thy seal 
of loving interest upon the life of the home. 
Forgive us if we have ever shut the door 
against thee; if the spirit wherein we live 
has been displeasing to thee because of any 
word or deed of ours. Thou art ever seek- 
ing to bless, beyond anything we can ask 
or think, the life and the outreach of the 
Christian home. May our homes be centers 
of radiant living because of thy presence, 
and may we bear testimony to the blessings 
that thou dost bring through willingly opened 
doors into hearts that would welcome thee. 
In thy dear name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—They were rather 
curious to know what sort of folks these 
delegates were, that husband and wife 
who kept a little hotel near the Victor- 
ious Life Conference grounds. Some of 
the delegates were to be quartered in 
that small house. The woman had been 
grievously disappointed in the kind of life 
that usually flowed in and out of the 
little roadside hotel. She was not sure 
just what these new people would be. 

ut they had Christ, and Christ was liv- 
ing his life in them in such a way that 
while they were guests in that hotel the 
whole life there was different. The 
heart of the troubled and unbelieving 
woman was melted by the kindly, loving, 
and uncritical life of the folks who were 
tarrying there for just a little while, and 
through this ministry in her own home 
her heart-sickness was cured and she 
was led out into a decision for Christ. 
Just turn the page ,over and think of 
another picture. Suppose she and her 
husband had come into your home for a 
visit. Would they have felt the very 
presence of Christ there so that they 
would have gone out again to follow 
him? Is he in your home in his fulness, 
or does he just stand at the door knock- 
ing for entrance? Why not let him in, 
and make him welcome? Let us pray. 


asna Tae HOME ror CHRIST 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord.” 

“O day of rest and gladness.” 

“Love divine, all love excelling.” 
“Where He leads me I will follow.” 
“What a Friend we have in Jesus.” 
“O love that wilt not let me go.” 
“Sweeter as the years go by.” 

“He leadeth me.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture. “Bible 
Songs Nv. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 

Psalm 5: 1-12 (10: 1-2). 

Psalm 103 : 1-22 (206 : 1-4). 

Psalm 141: 
Psalm 116:1-19 (231 : 1-3). 
Psalm 96: 1-13 (191 : 1-3). 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 
hool Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they mar not be considered at all. not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s Icsson calendar, which 
will be sent for a three-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
Short illustrations, of from 75 to 158 words. 
are preferred. Lin 4 will be accepted 
ahead of longer ones equally good. 
Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better ch o pt than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 


Quieted.— And he came and took her 
by the hand, and the fever left her and 
she ministered unto them (v. 31). 


“ My hands were growing feverish, and cum- 

bered with much care, 

Trembling with haste and eagerness nor 
folded oft in prayer; 

The Master came and touched my hands 
(with healing in his own), 

And calm and still to do his will they grew, 
—the fever gone. 

‘I must have quiet hands,’ said he, ‘where- 
with to work my works through thee.’ ” 


—From “Quiet Talks on Power,” by 
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S. D. Gordon. Sent by M. Taylor, Win- 
nipeg, Man., Can. (1) 


Better Still—And cast out many de- 
mons; and he suffered not the demons 
to speak (v. 34). old negro who pro- 
fessed to be a Christian was once ac- 
costed by a white friend with the ques- 
tion, “So, Mose, you’ve got the mastery 
of the devil at last?” “No, suh,” was 
the reply, “but I’s got de Master ob de 
devil!”—Source uncertain. Sent by 
Julian S. Sleeper, Hillsboro, Texas. 
The prize for this week is awarded to 
this tllustration, (2) 


Lonely.—He went out, and departed 
into a solitary place, and there prayed 
(v. 35). There is a place for fellowship, 
but not here. Eagles do not go in flocks. 
If you are minded to take the upper 
air, you must learn to go alone.—From 
the Rev. C. I. Scofield, D.D., in the 
Christian Workers’ Magazine. Sent b 
rs, A. R. Strathie, Port Townsend, 

ash, 7 


When Thou Buildest.—He ... de-]. 


parted into a desert place, and there 
preyed (v. 35). Dr. Whyte ieminds us 
in his book on “Thomas Shepard” that 
the New England Fathers were wont to 
build their houses with a secret room 
for secret prayer. Shepard looked on 
it as a sure sign of declension when the 
New England architects got no orders 
to put such secret rooms in their plans 
for new houses.—Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Leicester, Eng. (3) 


Too Late.—IJn the morning, a great 
while before day, he rose up and went 
out (v. 35). ‘A ripe scholar was the 
neighbor of Dr. Adam Clarke, the com- 
mentator, when the latter kad become 
quite renowned. On the same evening 
both saw a copy of the Greek Testa- 
ment of Erasmus advertised. As soon 
as the scholar had swallowed his break- 
fast the next morning he hastened to the 
bookship to purchase the volume. “You 
are too: late, the book is sold!” replied 
the bookseller to his inquiry. “Too late?” 
exclaimed the scholar in surprise. “Why, 
I came as soon as I had eaten my break- 
fast!” “Yes, but Adam Clarke came be- 
fote breakfast!” responded the book- 
seller.—From the Sunday-School Chron- 
icle. Sent by J. A. Clark, Leicester, Eng. 


The Difference.—All are seeking thee 
(v. 37). When Marie Antoinette went 
to her bridal, all the sick-and poor were 
kept out of her way, that no unpleasant 
sight might mar the occasion. When 
Jesus Christ moved toward his cross, 
the sick, the poor, the wretched, and the 
outcast of Syria’s peasantry gathered into 
the street and highways to get within 
reach of his great, warming, hospitable 
love and sympathy. Wherever he went he 
drew the slums after him.—From S. H. 
Howe, D. D. Sent by Mrs. M. Waits, 
Streatham Hill, London, Eng. 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TEACHING.—Jesus 
always a Friend and Helper. 


Review.—Jesus proved a friend and 
helper to the people when he borrowed 
Peter’s boat and pushed out a little from 
the shore so that all could hear what 
he taught. Jesus proved a friend and 
helper to Peter and his partners when he 
told them where to cast the nets for 
a great haul of fishes. 


Lesson Story.—Jesus had moved from 
Nazareth to Capernauin by the sea of 
Galilee, where several of his disciple 
friends lived. Because they were friends, 
Jesus sometimes visited in: the home of 
Andrew and Peter (simple models, pic- 
tures, or drawings of an oriental house 
and a synagogue would add to the in- 
terest of to-day’s story). 

On every Sabbath day it was always 
Jesus’ custom to worship in the syna- 
Jesus After the reading of God’s. Word, 


was 


esus sometimes spoke to the people. 
hey were always glad when he taught. 
One Sabbath morning Jesus with Peter 





and Andrew, James and John, attended 
synagogue, and Jesus spoke. A strange 

ing happened that morning. A half 
crazy man was there, listening. He called 
out, Let us alone, thou Jesus of Naz- 
areth; I know thee who thou art, the 
Holy One of Israel. Jesus commanded 
the unclean spirit to leave the man, and 
healed him. 

People were so astonished that they 
spread the news as soon as synagogue 
worship closed. Other people asked, 
What is this, for even unclean spirits 
obey him? - 

en synagogue closed Jesus went 
for dinner to the home of Andrew and 
Peter. John and James went also. Jesus 
soon learned that the mother of Peter’s 
wife had a fever. He was a friend and 
helper for her, as he took her by the 
hand and lifted her up. The fever left 
her, so that she was soon helping to wait 
on the family and guests. 


“ His hands were always helping, 
And his eyes were always kind, 
And he never was too busy 
To heal the sick and blind.” 
(Song Stories for the Sunday School, Clayton 
F. Summy Co., Chicago, 15 cts.) 


That afternoon the news spread rap- 
idly of the wonderful cure of. the man 
in the synagogue. Toward sunset, in 
the cool evening, crowds of people gath- 
ered around the door of Peter’s home 
looking for Jesus to heal their sick 
friends or relatives. They brought those 
who were lame or diseased, and even 
those with evil spirits. Jesus proved to 
be their helper and friend and kept very 
busy, for that evening he healed many 
that were sick. 

After: that busy Sabbath of helping 
others, Jesus was very tired and needed 
rest, but next morning he rose very 
early and went alone to a quiet place 
out of doors where he could talk and 
pray with his Heavenly Father. In the 
morning Peter and his friends missed 
Jesus, so they followed to the place 
where he was praying and found him. 
They said, Many people are looking 
for you. Jesus answered, Let us. go to 
the next towns that I may preach there 
also. On that journey they visited many 
synagogues in Galilee and Jesus healed 
many sick. 

Long afterwards, when Peter was 
preaching one day in the home of Corne- 
lius, the Roman captain in Caesarea, he 
must have remembered about that busy, 
helpful Sabbath which Jesus spent in the 
synagogue and Peter’s own home in 

apernaum, for as he talked to Corne- 
lius, Peter said, God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 

ower, who went about doing good, and 

ealing all that were oppressed of the 
or for God was with him (Acts 10: 
38). 
After the Story—There are many 
ways for us to help people in trouble. 
Many Armenian orphans are still al- 
most starving because they lost their 
parents during the war and were driven 
from their homes. Those people who 
were allowed to live did not have tools, 
horses, nor seed enough to plant and 
raise a harvest this year, and many had 
not the strength to work. We can save 
and earn now for a Christmas offering 
for them to provide food and clothing 
for these suffering people. 


“Do all the good you can, 
To all the people you can, 
In every way you can, 

In every place you can, 
And just as long as you can.” 


Expression in closing prayer or song, 
“ Help us to do the things we should, 
To be to others kind and good; 
In all we do in work and play 
To grow more loving every day.” 
(Songs for Little People, Pilgrim Press, Bos- 
ton, 85 cts.; postage, 12 cts.) 
Peorra, IL, 
we 


A harmony of the Gospels shows what 
parts of the narrative are given in each 
of the Gospels; the order cf events, the 
time and place. It may be had as a pam- 
phlet to fold within your Teacher's 
Bible, at 10 cents, or in cloth at 25 
cents from The Sunday School Times 
Company. 
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Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





‘AND HE HEALED MANY — 
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1. MARK 18 32-34 ~ 


Suggestions for Using Little Jetts in Class 


The Little Jetts are focussing this week 
upon: (1) A suffering world — physically; a 
suffering wotld — spirtually. (2) Jesus’ com- 
passion for the suffering world. (3) Jesus’ 
power to heal—physically; to save —spir- 
itually. (4) They need only to be brought 
to Him. He knows what to do. 

Clip the scenes apart, paste on cardboard 
and distribute to class the Sunday before 
the lesson date. Ask each pupil to come 
next Sunday prepared to state briefly the 
circumstances given in the passages re- 
ferred to. Have a light board or paste- 
board about the size of a Sunday School 
Times column, and, as the story is told, 
let the pupil hand you the clipped piece and 
you stick (using a common pin, or muci- 
lege tube) it on the strip in its proper place, 
holding up to view of the class, until the 
picture is complete. Then make your ap- 
plication by describing briefly the possibili- 
ties (physically and spiritually) of modern 
Medical Mission Work —always keeping in 





mind bringing the sick to Jesus. . 
Save your pictures for Review Lesson. 
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Lesson for October 19 
Mark 1 : 29-39 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

1. Jesus in Peter’s home, one Sabbath 
Day. 

2. Jesus in Peter’s life, concerning the 
Sabbath Day. 

3. Jesus in our lives, concerning our 


Sundays. 











iy! ORDER to get the proper setting 
for the wondrous picture drawn for 
us by Mark of Jesus in the home of 
Peter, that Sabbath Day so long ago, 


~ have read in the class three brief pas- 


sages, calling them “Pen-Sketches of 
One Sabbath Day in the Life of Jesus,” 
entitled (1) “Morning,” (2) “Noon,” 
(3) “Evening,” Mark 1 : 21-28, 29-31, 32- 
ue respectively. Weymouth’s Modern 

peech Testament -makes them very life- 
like, —try that. Then take an informal 
vote as to which picture the girls think 
most beautiful. ote the background, 
principal figures, central incident, gen- 
eral impression of each: the synagogue 
with its usual morning congregation ; the 
demon-possessed man with the calm and 
compassionate Jesus the objects of all 
attention ; the amazed faces at this “new 
sort of teaching,” with this new “tone 
of authority”; the fisherman’s simple 
home near the lakeside ; the family group 
in distress over the ~illness of the be- 
loved mother; the oldtime frig¢nds com- 
ing in, with the new One, so recently ac- 
cepted and already so dearly loved, bring- 
ing instant relief from all distress, re- 
storing the home to its accustomed order 
and cheer; the glowing sunset sky, per- 
haps. reflected m the quiet waters of 
the blue lake; the motley throng gath- 
ered around Peter’s door, suffering and 
painful eagerness on every face as they 
crowd close that One of matchless power 
and lovingkindness in their midst; re- 
lief and joyous wonder in every one as 
they turn homewards after his blessed 
healing touch or word. 

Such was his Sabbath Day,— at wor- 
ship, at home, among men all day: to 
lift their burdens and bless their souls. 
Now note that he followed this busy 
day by keeping an early “morning watch” 
with his Father alone, as he had doubt- 
less preceded it. 


2. What was the effect of this ex- 
ample and teaching in the life of Peter? 
What had been his Sabbaths before he 
knew Jesus? The old Jewish Sabbath 
— Peter’s Sabbath — was a day of count- 
less petty restrictions, a day of narrow 


limitations to body, mind, and soul, with |’ 


only the formal synagogue worship 
(coldly formal in this time) to bring any 
refreshment of soul} and rio outlet what- 
soever for any spiritual impetus thus 
gained. Man seemed indeed “made for 
the sabbath,” according to the “tradi- 
tions of the elders,” which were binding 
Peter’s life in deadening grave-clothes. 
(God’s Old Testament Sabbath laws 
were perfect, for the Age of Law; the 
Jews had wrongly added to them in 
many ways.) , 

But he saw that Jesus’ Sabbaths were 
days of true worship, including always 
the prescribed worship with the assem- 
bly of the people, but also full of active 
expressions of love and mercy toward 
every need he met that day. The old 
restrictions were lost in the new 
strength-bringing expressions of out- 
flowing love for God and man. Imagine 
the change from dead gloom to joyful 
activity. Peter’s Sabbaths were not done 
away with, not merely changed, but made 
new and made beautiful in Christ Jesus, 
as are all things he-touches. Truly did 
he live as he spoke, that “the sabbath 
was made for man,” for his frequent re- 
newal in faith and communion with God 
and for the expression of his love for 
both God and man. These made-anew 
Sabbaths, spent with Jesus, surely had 
their share in making the old Simon 
into the new Peter whose character told 
so mightily in his Master’s service. 


3. We can find no surer guide for our 
own Sundays, replacing the old Jewish 
Sabbath, than those other words of our 
Master’s, — “the sabbath was made for 
man.” Dare we who are his do away 
with what he said was made for our 
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blessing? Dare we choose how we shall 
spend this day, when he has shown us 
his way? Did his way include any sel- 
fish, pleasure-seeking recreations for 
fun’s sake which have rightful place on 
other days? Did he forsake the public 
worship of God because he was tired 
in body, or the order of the service was 
open to criticism? Did he forget that 
solitary communion with the Father which 
alone can supply the exhausted spirit 
for fresh service of love and mercy? 
Remember that the study of God’s Word 
was included in the synagégue service, 
which was a teaching rather than a 
preaching one. Every one of his earthly 
Sabbaths added to the sum total of true 
happiness for men, not merely for their 
temporary pleasing’ but for their eter- 
nal welfare. 

Measure your own Sundays by his 
plan and teaching and then you will see 
how they may become indeed days “of 
rest and gladness,” rest in the fresh 
touch with God, gladness in his ser- 
vice among suffering men; days “of joy 


-and light,” joy in the blessings brought 


to others, light gained from the very 
Light of life himself. 


Home Study 


Read Matthew 12:1-14; Mark 6:2; 


Luke 6:6; John 5:1-18; 7:23; 9: 1-14 
for further light on Jesus’ Sabbaths. 
ATLANTA, Ga. 
we 
Pucker’s “Boy’s-Eye View” 


By the Rev. William O. Rogers 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Where did Jesus hold his 
first meeting? 

Discussion: Who was Jesus’ first con- 
vert? Where did he take dinner? . What 
blessing did Jesus bring them? How 
did he get time to pray? 

Main points: We can begin soul-win- 
ning at home; the’ need of positive 
preaching; why Jesus does not heal all 
sickness now; the need of more prayer. 











E BEGAN this lesson with a little 

review about John the Baptist be- 
ing in prison while Jesus and his four 
assistants were ready for their first re- 
vival campaign. According to Bumps 
they began right there in Capernaum the 
very next Sabbath day. Teacher thinks 





that is a lesson to us to try to win our 
friends before we think we would do 
more if we were somewhere else. 
Pye wasn’t narrow. He didn’t split 
off and start something new. He went 
right into the Jewish church and 
preached to them. They had never heard 
such preaching and were astonished, But 
one 07 fellow who had a devil in 
him believed, and Jesus drove out the 
bad spirit in a hurry. Teacher says if 
more preachers would preach with au- 
thority, ‘and not like the scribes, there 
would be. more. people cleansed from 
evil now. 

After church Peter said to Jesus and 


the Zebedee boys, “Come on down to], 


my house for dinner.” So they all went 
along. Mother says she suspects Mrs.’ 
Simon was put out about it when she 
first saw them all coming in the gate and 
she with sickness on her hands. Her 
mother was laid up, you know, with a 
fever. But of course Jesus told her 
not to go to any extra trouble, and then 
he went in and healed the sick mother 
so completely that she was able to come 
out and help wait on the table. (1) 

“Why doesn’t Jesus heal everybod 
like that now?” asked Carl. “He could, 
couldn’t he?” 

Teacher agreed that Christ has all 
power on earth. Then he asked us what 
would happen if every Christian could 
always be made immediately welt just for 
praying. 

“I wouldn’t care whether I ate too 

much watermelon or not,” snickered 
Fatty. 
_ “Everybody would turn. Christian so 
as to escape pain and doctors’ bills,” 
suggested Fred, “and that would fill the 
church up with selfish members worse 
than it is now.” 

“Without pain we never would learn 
to be patient and sympathetic,” said lit- 
tle Carl, “nor how wonderfully God’s 
grace can sustain us in trouble.” 

So we began to see why God doesn’t 
upset the whole operation of cause and 
effect as applied to the laws of health, 
and keep his people from all sickness. 
It is better to let trouble now and then 
help develop glory in the soul. 

Well, we got back to Peter’s house and 
the lesson after a while, and there the 
front yard was full of sick folks. Mrs. 
Simon had run over to the neighbors 
after dinner and told about her mother, 
and the news spread all over town faster 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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than if they had had telephones. The 
Pharisees had got everybody scared te 
do anything on the Sabbath, even ts 
help a sick person. So they all waited 
till sunset, when the Jewish Sabbath was 
over. Then they came from all direc- 
tions with the sick, bringing them te 
Jesus and turning the whole block inte’ 
a hospital ward. And Jesus healed them 
all. And at four o’clock he was off 
up to the hill back of the city for a <p 
morning watch. Teacher says if we a 
rayed more we would be more like 
| a and win more souls. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lessor 
Read Matthew 14:22-33. 

Where had.Jesus spent the day? (Luke 
9: 10.) 

base f was he eager to get the disciples 
away? (John 6:15.) 

Why did Jesus let the disciples go inte 
danger? 

When was the fourth watch of the 
night? 

Why did Peter want to walk on the 
water 

Why did his faith fail? 

Denver, Cor. 





[ Children at Home 








A Joke on Somebody 
By Helen P. Metzger 


“CT WISH, Allen, that you’d run down 

to Dr. Jay’s office and tell him that 
I can’t bring Baby Ruth down, as I had 
planned. She seems to have caught 
cold, so I think we’d better wait for a 
day or two to see about her ankle brace. 
Can you remember all that?” 

Allen looked, and felt, doubtful. 

“Perhaps I'd better write a note,” 
Mother said, going to her desk. 

Ten minutes later, Allen was on his 
way, the note tucked into the very bot- 
tom of his breast pocket. 

Dr. Jay must have been expecting him, 
or some one, for no sooner had Allen 
closed the outer door when the door to 
the inner office opened, and the Doctor 
popped out like a Jack-in-the-box. 

Allen had: always been half afraid of 
the fat, fussy little Doctor. He had a 
sharp way of speaking, and his_near- 
sighted eyes peered at one so from be- 
hind his big tortoise-rimmed spectacles. 

So suddenly did he appear this morn- 
ing that Allen had no time to think 
of anything to say. For just a minute, 
he was frightened, and by the time he 
had remembered the note and was fum- 
bling in his pocket for it, the Doctor 
was beckoning with a fat forefinger. 

“T’ve been waiting for you,” he said 
rather impatiently. “Come right in, and 
we'll get to work.” 

All this was. very surprising to Allen. 
He didn’t in the least understand what 
the Doctor meant about “getting to 
“work.” 

He was so completely puzzled that 
almost before he knew what was hap- 
pening, he had followed the beckoning 
finger, and allowed himself to be lifted 
into a high red plush chair, 

He began to fumble for the note again, 
but his pocket was small and his fingers 
seemed to be all thumbs, so awkward 
were they. What was the Doctor go- 
ing to do? Whatever it was he must 
stop him. 

So he began to talk, half crying. 

“Mather said I should tell —” he mum- 
bled. 

“Yes, yes,” the Doctor interrupted. 
Your mother was in last night to see 
me about you. Just.~be a brave little 
chap, and sit still, It won’t take long.” 

While he talked, he Jhad been step- 
ping briskly around the office. And 
though Allen tried several times to stop 
him, and even squirmed out of the chair 
once, the good Doctor went right ahead. 
And soon Allen realized that he was 
being vaccinated. 

He knew it, because the year before 
he had seen his older brother and sis- 





ter vaccinated. He had wanted them to 
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vaccinate him then, too, but Mother had 
thought best for him to wait until he 
was old enough to go to school. Well, 
he would be, next year, he remembered, 
for he was almost six. 

While he was wondering what Mother 
would think, he heard the Doctor say- 
ing, “There, it’s all over now. Didn't 
hurt much, did it, Bobby?” 

And then, all at once, Allen knew 
what it meant. The Doctor had made a 
mistake, and had taken him for some 
other little boy. 
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And now at last, he had the note out 
of his pocket. He handed it to the 
Doctor without saying a word, and ran 
out of the office as fast as his feet would 
carry him. 

hen he showed his sore arm at 
home, and told about the Doctor’s mis- 
take, everybody laughed and laughed. 

“Well, if that isn’t a good joke,” they | 
all said. 

But Allen was never quite sure 
whether the joke was on him or Dr. Jay. 

Montcomery, Pa. 


- 





Japanese Leaders Pay Tribute to Mr. Heinz 


Rebuilding Syrian waste places and other World’s Sunday-School News, by Frank L. Brown, 
School Association, 
Business Manager of the International Sunday School Association 


{ Joint General Secretary of the World’s 


and Robert Cashman, 





Fujiyama’s snowy peak seems now to be a hospitable -tip beckoning the Sunday- 
ei hosts of Western lands to the World’s Sunday Fs pon) Conv. $ 

As you read the gracious invitatio 
will wish you could be there! 
enable you to go. A post card request will bring details, 


October, 1920. 
also of their love for Mr. Heinz, how zou 
be, even in spite of the h. c. of 1.! The 
adelphia, has a plan that will 


EN THOUSAND miles from Amer- 

ica a group of Christian Japanese 
and some of Japan’s statesmen and bus- 
iness leaders met a few months ago in 
the Reinanzaka Church, in Tokyo, to 
honor the memory of Mr. H. J. Heinz, 
of whose death they had but recently 
heard by cable. Mr. Heinz had wor- 
shiped in that church when on the Sun- 
day-school tour of the Orient in 1913. 

he pastor of that church is Dr. H. 
Kozaki, the president of the Sunday 


School Association of Japan. This as- 
sociation owes its support in good meas- 
ure to the generosity of Mr. Heinz. Dr. 


Kozaki made a brief address based on 
2 Timothy 4:7, “I have fought the 
good fight, I have finished the course,” 
etc. He spoke of Mr. Heinz starting 
life as a poor boy, of his success in 
life, and of his being “the great bene- 
factor of the Sunday-schools of Japan.” 

Dr. Ibuka spoke for the Federation 
of Churches o gover He had met Mr. 
Heinz at the Zurich. Convention, and 
had been with him on the Rhine fol- 
lowing +e convention, 

Marquis Okuma spoke of his meeting 
that “young old man” at his home in 
Tokyo in 1913, of his great respect for 
him, and expressed his great sorrow 
that Mr. Heinz passed away before the 
World’s Convention at Tokyo. 

Baron Shibusawa said that he had 
been entertained in Mr. Heinz’s home 
in Pittsburgh four years ago. He 
knew the spirit of Mr. Heinz would live 
on, and would be in the midst of the 
undertaking of the convention, in which 
he had shown such interest. 

Baron Sakatani, who, as Mayor of 
Tokyo, had welcomed Mr. Heinz, re- 
ferred to his world influence in promot- 
ing international good will. 

The church auditorium was fittingly 
draped in black around the gallery and 
pulpit, with a white cross above an 
almost life-sized picture of Mr. Heinz. 
On the platform were flowers and pines, 
arranged very tastefully. What more 
touching and fitting tribute to the work 
and worth of a great leader! 


Rebuilding Syrian Waste Places.—In 
northern Syria and the provinces of 
Aleppo and Adana the Sunday-schools 
have been crushed and scattered by the 
war. Major Trowbridge has been super- 
vising the rebuilding of these destroyed 
church buildings. In Adana alone 
twenty school buildings, which had been 
looted and partially destroyed by the 
Turks are being repaired and replaced. 
In the provinces of Aleppo and Adana 
there was a Sunday-school membership 
of 13,000 before the war. Now not 
one of these Sunday-schools is carry- 
ing on regular .work after the four 
years of war. Those deported are find- 
ing their way back over the deserts. In 
Aintab, 4,000 out of 25,000 have returned. 
Church services are recommencing, and 
in three cities the Sunday-schools are 
reopening. 
~- Speaking of the Aintab Sunday-school 
Mr. Trowbridge states; “The students 
now number over six hundred, and the 
school is still growing. There are thirty- 
one teachers. The school buildings will 
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no longer accommodate the membership, 
so the main church building is being 
used. It is inspiring to see this conserv- 
ative Oriental church showing such en- 
thusiasm and breaking with the old tra- 
ditions. Two of our relief workers 
have been devoted leaders in this move- 
ment.” 


Orphanage Sunday-schools at Ma- 
rash.—‘“Miss Harris and I are working 
under the American Commitee for Re- 
lief in the Near East,” writes Mr. M. E. 
Dougherty, from Marash, Turkey. “The 
orphanages are filled to overflowing, and 
there are still hundreds in the city 
living in temporary shelters, for whom 
more buildings must be opened. Miss 
Harris is calling daily, investigating cases 
for orphanages, and.I am in a Girls’ 





Orphanage of over a hundred. This 


ment and the children sit on the floor. 
Jin kindergarten has forty-five chil- 
ren. 


Far East Daily Vacation Bible 
Schools.—For several years eight Daily 
Vacation Bible Schools have been main- 
tained in Tokyo, combining Bible work, 


‘industrial training, and recreation. 


Now comes ‘word of ten Vacation 
Bible Schools running this summer in 
the city of Canton, China, and promoted 
by the representative of the American 
Organization, Dr. Robert G. Boville. 
These ten schools have an average daily 
attendance of about eight hundred stu- 
dents. They sing, study, work, and 
play games all with equal earnestness, 
It is expected that next year there will 
be four or five thousand Chinese boys 
and girls in these schools of Canton 
and vicinity. 

Vladivostok, Siberia, 
three such schools. 


Two Big Vacation Schools.—The Rev. 
E. C. Knapp, General Secretary of the 
Eastern Washington Sunday School As- 
sociation, says he “had the fun” of 
¢onducting two Daily Vacation Bible 
Schools this summer, each for four 
weeks. The Seattle school enrolled 150 
with an average of 100, and a final 
‘offering for missionary work of $91.55. 
The Spokane school enrolled 275 with 
an average of 200, and a final offering 
of $285.20. This means that the two 
schools gave $376.71, which was equally. 
divided between Armenian Relief and 
the World’s Sunday School Association. 
On Sunday afternoon, August 17, when 
it was 92 in the shade, more than 500 
people went to the’ Central Christian 
Church in Spokane where the Vacation 
School boys and girls gave an unusual 
program, the majority of: them appear- 
ing in strange and unusual costumes, 
representing almost every country on the 
globe. 


now reports 





People in all Lands: 


warmest greetin 


tion to be held in Tokyo in October, 1920. 


Because we believe Ja 


tian nations; 
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** Be Sure to Come !’’ Says Japan 


Will you accept her official invitation to the World’s 
Sunday School Convention, at Tokyo, 1920? 


To the Sunday-School Officers and Teachers and to all Friends of Children and Young 


We, the officers of the Patrons’ Association for the next World’s Convention extend our 
and a most hearty invitation to attend the World's Sunday School Conven- 


We are preparing to welcome the Convention because your organization is pre-eminently 
the one to bring the representatives of the world together early in the inauguration of peace ; 
being so far removed from the past war, is the most appropri- 
ate country in which to hold a World's Convention ; 

Because the representatives of the world who are pro 
of Peace” can best promote true spiritual fellowship among the nations of the world; 


Because we wish you to bring’to the children and you 
moral standards and spiritual power and inspiration that you have given to the children of Chris- 


We heartily extend to you, through Mr. H. E. Coleman,'the representative of the World's 
y greetings. 
Signed, 


TOKYO, January 10, 1919, 


ating the teachings of the “ Prince 


people of Japan the same high 


MARQUIS OKUMA, President. 
BARON SHIBUSAWA, Vice-President. 
BARON SAKATANI, Vice-President. 








building was occupied by tke Turks and 
the former equipment (it was an Amer- 
ican Board Orphanage) is gone. We are 
trying to supply the needs. Money and 
materials are difficult to obtain. We are 
one hundred and forty miles by auto 
from Aleppo. The A. C. R. N. E. truck 
comes to Aintab, sixty miles away, and 
beyond that. 

“We are starting graded Sunday- 
school work, combining the girls of the 
orphanage with the boys of one neigh- 
boring. We meet in the Girls’ College 
Building. Our teachers are good, having 
been trained in the college, and we hope 
to make it a model for the three Prot- 
estant Sunday-schools of the city. Miss 
Harris is planning a Sunday-school 
Teachers’ Institute for the near future. 

“Schools are organied in orphan- 
ages. At present five teachers are at 
work in the two orphanages we are 
most interested in. There is no equip- 
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Evangelism in a Philippine Sunday- 
School.—There is a Sunday-school in 
Manila which may have some points 
for American schools. The school is con- 
nected with the Knox Memorial Meth- 
odist Episcopal School. It is graded, 
well equipped, well conducted, and has 
definite spiritual results. 

The Elementary Department has a 
separate room and nine classes for Be- 
ginners, Primaries, and Juniors, with 
a superintendent and teachers, small 
chairs, tables, pictures illustrating ¢le- 
mentary Sunday-school work in the 
States, screens to separate classes, mate- 
rials for handwork, and a sandbox. 

There are young people’s classes in 
English for both young women and 
young men, with class officers and com- 
mittees on membership, social and evan- 
gelistic work. The older people have 
classes conducted in three dialects, Tag- 
alog, Ilocano, and Pampanga. 
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_The rooms are well lighted, well ven- 
tilated, and clean. There is a good stock 
of Bibles, a circulating library, black- 
board, and Graded Lissons are in use 
for the Primaries and Juniors. One 
class of young men, the Royal Legion 
Bible Class, of thirty-two members, was 
soon doubled as the result of visitation 
and letter writing by the members; and 
now numbers over 100. The school at- 
tendance reached 274 and is still grow- 


ing. 

Best of all, the evangelistic note is 
strong. In one month thirty-two y: 
people joined the church and enlisted 
openly for service. Five boys, twelve to 
fourteen, were led to the altar by their 
Sunday-school teacher. 


Ng ae 4 Korea’s Future Leaders.— 
The Teacher-Training Institute in Seoul 
for training Sunday-school teachers was 
the first to be held in Korea. At least 
two hundred were in regular attendance. 
The course covers three weeks, and the 
work began February 6. One night a 
week is required to complete the’ well 
proportioned program. It is a union un- 
dertaking, and this fact accounts for 
the enthusiasm that prevailed, and for 
the ease with which capable leAders have 
been secured. The fact that so man 

Koreans are fitted to lead in an insti- 
tute of this kind is eloquent testimony 
to the thorough work done by the Mis- 
sions in days gone by. 

The weekly program of the Institute 
is divided into three periods. The ses- 
sion starts at 7.30 P. M. with a brief 
devotional service followed immediately 
by a twenty-minute lecture on “Child 
Psychology” or on the “Principles of 
Teaching.” At eight o’clock the audi- 
ence divides into four groups, three of 
which retire to separate classrooms. The 
largest group consists of primary teachers 
of all grades, and meets in the Pierson 
auditorium. The topics taken up are type 
of lesson saatefial sand tray demon- 
strations, object and blackboard teach- 
ing. 

Teachers of all intermediate grades 
meet in a second group. The topics in- 
clude type of lesson material and map 
and model making. The third group is 
composed of teachers of senior and adult 
classes. In addition to lectures on type 
of lesson material, this group also hears 
lectures on community service. The last 
group is of officers of the Sunday- 
school. The program covers all the im- 
portant matters of Sunday-.school or- 
ganization and administration, grading, 
teacher-training, literature, entertain- 
ment, rewards, music, etc. These sec- 
tional meetings last from 8 until 8.45. 

The, groups then reassemble ‘in the 
auditorium, and a brief inspirational 
address is given, 

Chosen Christian College is located in 
Seoul. The faculty of that institution 
planned to give lectures on Sunday- 
school organization and methods as a 
part of the course in the Biblical De- 
partment. More than one-third of the 
students are already helping in Sunday- 
school work, and 
portunity for them to observe good Sun- 
day-school work in Seoul. 

Take Care of the Babies.—There are 
300,000 baby funerals in the United 
States every year, says Miss Harriet 


-Edna Beard, Children’s Division, Super- 


intendent of the Missouri Sunday School 
Association. Men and women have not 
studied the laws of hygiene and sanita- 
tion, and know little 4 the laws of the 
body, and the children, therefore, come 
into life, drag through a few months 
and then go out after much suffering. 

In the street trades of our cities, in 
fields, in truck gardens, and in factories 
of many kinds, children dare weighed 
down with labor, quite alien to our boast 
of national conservation. 

Mr. Cunliff, of the Parks and Recre- 
ation of St. Louis, tells us that school 
children have 4,800 hours to play or 
while away, and knowing few games 
they spend their time destroying prop- 
erty or teasing animals, which is only 
the kindergarten for training for loafers 
and gangsters. There are 5,000,000 -illit- 
erates in the United States above ten 
years of age. 


Where the Average Attendance is 
1,000.—“Our school is making an ‘aver- 


ere is abundant op-. 
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. Lesson for October 19 
Mark 1 : 29-39 





age of about 700 in attendance during 
the summer, and think we shall run above 
1,000 for the year. Our men’s class is 
holding up splendidly,” says Don Kinney, 
superintendent of the First Baptist Sun- 
day-school of Kansas City, Missouri. 

€ are just now starting a move- 
ment for the raising of $150,000 for an 
wp torante Sunday-school building. We 
p to employ a first-class Sunday- 
school man for full time, to take charge 
of our Religious Education work after 
October 1st. 

“Tuesday evening of this week we had 
an evening with our delegates to the 
International Training Camps at Con- 
ference Point on Lake Geneva, five boys 
and seven girls from our school, and 
what a glorious evening it was; ten 
o’clock found us still eager to hear and 
see more. We had reports from one- 
year and two-year boys and girls, and 
from one three-year oni, our first grad- 
uate, with a miniature of some of the 
‘Geneva stunts.’ Next year we shall fill 
every place allotted to us.’ 


Resuming Work in Mexico.—Through 
a most generous contribution of $1,000 
from one of the self-sacrificing commit- 


: “teemen of the International Association, 
it is possible to resume the Sunday : 


School Association work in Mexico, 
which since 1911 has been discontinued 
on account of the civil strife. For sev- 
eral years previous to that time, the In- 
ternatidnal Association maintained a 
full-time secretary at a cost of $3,000 
annually, 





Training School for 
Christian Workers 


7 GRAMERCY PARK, WEST 
Under the auspices of the WOMAN’S BRANCH 
NEW YORK CITY MISSION SOCIETY 
MRS. A. F. SCHAUFFLER, First Directress 








5 cial advantages are offered in Bible Study 
practical work to young women desiring to 
caer upon city, home, or foreign field work, 





Address your request for prospectus to 


MISS EDITH H. WHITE, Superintendent 
Room 401—105 E. 22d St., NEW YORK CITY 











Teacher-T raining 
With the Master-Teacher 
By C. S. Beardslee, D.D, 

Price, 60 cents, net. 


Tue Sunpay ScuHoor Times Company 
zr0o3t WatnuT Street, PHILape penis, Pa. 











One of a Million —You! 
Volunteer for RED CROSS 


Enlist now for the Third Roll Call. 
Twenty Million members are to 
be enrolled November second to 
eleventh, inclusive. Your heart, 
your hand, your dollar is needed 
in order to keep the pledge abroad 
and to fulfil demands at home, 
Give one week’s service to Human- 
ity—It pays your conscience the 
biggest dividend on Americanism. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





October 26. Christianity, and the Health of 
China. Luke 4: 16-31. (Missionary meet- 
ing.) 

November 2. Standing for God and Right. 
1. Kings 18: 17-24. (Consecration meet- 
ing.) 

November 9. How to Avoid Failure. Josh. 
1: 1-8, 

November 16. Co- -operation in Christian Ser- 
vice. John 17: 20-23; 1 Cor. 3: §-10. 


Sunday, October 19 
Our Pledge and How to Keep it 
(Exod. 19 : 1-8) 








Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—The word of a king (1 Kings 1: 


23-30). 
Tues.—Through Christ’s power (2 Cor. 


12:9). 
Wed.—Take pledges seriously (Deut. 23: 
21-23). 
Thurs.—Through the Spirit (Rom. 8 :1-9). 
Fri.—Zealous and faithful (Acts 18 : 24-28). 
Sat.—Praying through (Acts 1 : 12-14). 











bo things in the pledge do we find hard? 


What is the advantage of a pledge? 
How do we remind ourselves of our pledged 
duties? 


ap een peo _~ say they do not like 
pledges. But what is a pledge but a 
promise, and who thinks of getting along 
without promises? Every marriage rests 
on the most solemn promise. Every 
check or note is a promise. Whenever 
we employ any one or accept employ- 
ment we make promises. Every engage- 
ment whether social or business or re- 
ligious is a promise. Life would break 
down altogether if we tried to get along 
without pledged obfigations. 
we 

And what is a principle except an ideal 
to which we pledge ourselves to be true? 
Honesty, loyalty, patriotism, unselfish- 
ness, truth itself — these are great prin- 
ciples which demand our absolute fidel- 
ity. We are pledged to them through 
thick and thin and forever. 

ge 

The right way to keep any pledge 
which we make is not to make it unless 
it is right and then having made it be- 
cause it was right to accept its binding 
grip upon us and to recognize it as 
the grip of righteousness, It is right to 
do right. Nothing else is right. 


4 
| Our duty is done best by being done 
; at once. Delay in doing hard duty 
makes its doing more difficult. By do- 
ing right always right doing becomes’ a 
habit and habit is easier than the omis- 
sion of habit. Also every duty spreads 
out more time. It comes on us only mo- 
ment by moment. Each moment of right 
duty doing prepares for the next and 
that for the next until the whole of hard 
duty has been done. 


“ Who is the honest man? 

He that doth still and strongly good pursue,— 
To God, his neighbor, and himself most true; 
Whom neither force nor fawning can 

Unpin, or wrench from giving all their Due . 
Who rides his sure and even trot, 
While the world now rides by, now lags 

behind; . 
All being "brought into a sum, 
What Place or Person calls for,—he doth 


rer 
Who, when he is to treat 
With sick folks, women, those whom passions 


sway,— 
yor | Allows for that, and keeps his constant way; 
Whom others’ faults do not defeat; 
But though men fail him, yet his part doth 
play! 
Whom nothing can procure, 
When the wide world runs bias from his will, 
To wreathe his limbs and share, not mend 
the ill. 
This is the marksman, safe and sure, 
Who still is right, and prays to be so still.” 


“A duty, an absolute Duty, governs 
man from the cradle upwards! — grow- 
ing with his growth and accompanying 
him to the tomb; .a Duty towards his 
brothers as well as to himself; a Duty 
towards his Country, towards Humanity, 





and above all, towards the Church; the 
Church, which rightly understood, is but 
the home of the Universal Family ; the 
great City wherein dwells Christ, at 
once Priest, King, and Ruler of the 
World!’ *"—Lamennais, 


“The sole origin of every Right is in 
a Duty fulfilled. fi —Massini. 


“Grant me, O Lord, I beseech Thee, to 
believe in Thee, fear Thee, and to love 
Thee with all my heart, with all m 
mind, with all my soul, and with all 
my strength ! Grant me to love m 
pn grog as mye, and to do to all 
men as I would they should do unto 
me, —to &.. no by word or deed, 
and. to do my Duty in that state of life 
unto which it shall please Thee to call 
me!” . 


A true duty deliberately accepted is 
the beginning of a new strength, and 
that acceptance faithfully fulfilled is that 
strength’s continuance. 


New York Ciry. 
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FREE BOOK GF DESIGNS 
JNO. WILLIAMS, Inc., 561 W. 27th Street, New York. 


The Christian’s Secret 
of a Happy Life 


By Hannah Whitall Smith 


An attractive new edition of this famous Chris- 
tian classic,which as a prominent writer once said 
‘‘ will transform the dark days of your life as it 
has transformed those of thousands before you. 


75 cents postpaid 
For sale by The Sunday School Times Co. 
1031 Walnut Street,- «+ «+ « Philadelphia 


Personal: —— the money with your order 
saves both yourself and us time and expense. 














Che Sunday School Gries 


Philadelphia, October 4, 1919 


Subscription Rates 


(NOTE THE NEW RATES) 

The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 
postage:, 
$1.25 Five or more copies, either to 

separate addresses or in a 
package, to one address, $1.25 each, per 
year. 

One copy, or any number of 
$1.75 copies less than five, $1.75 
each, per copy. One copy, five years, $7. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid we allow one subscription additional 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

he peas r is not sent to any subscriber 


beyon e time paid for, except by spe- 
cial request. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the 
paper to enable all the teachers of a 
school to examine it will be sent free 
upon application. 

The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 








* 555 





erliS 


OF THE 


e e . 
Victorious Life 
Some folks have the idea 
that when by faith we take 
Christ as Victory, then our 


temptations are at an end. 


The Victorious Life is the 
worst tempted, the most fiercely 
assailed, life on earth. 


Its peculiar perils are many 
and deadly. 


Do youknow what they are? 


Fourteen of the Perils of the 
Victorious Life will be dis- 
cussed in the leading editorials 
of the next 3 issues of The 
Sunday School Times. These 


are the fourteen: 


If We Should Fail 


Over-Confidence and Un- 
der-Confidence 


Driven Beyond God’s Will 


Depending on Supernatu- 
ral Experiences 


Assuming Infallibility 

Worshiping Our Blessings 

Pride and the Critical 
Spirit « 

Being Unteachable 

Sagging Below God’s Will 

Complacency in Defeat 

Gross Sins 

Longing for Past or Future 


Relationship of Men and 
Women 


Being Unhuman 


Have you friends who, you feel, 
simply must have these 3 edi- 
torials> You or they can make 
sure of them for quarter of a dollar, 
and at the same time get seven 
more of the richest issues of The 
Sunday School Times in the entire 
year, by using the following coupon 





immediately. 








1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Our “Get-Acquainted” Offer 
10 weeks for 25 cents 

The Sunday School Times Company 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 

For the 25 cents enclosed. please send The 
Sunday School Times for 10 weeks, beginning 
with the first editorial on “ Perils of the Victorious 
Life,” to 
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For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





October 13 to 19 
Mon.—Mark 1 : 29-30. 
‘ Jesus in Peter’s Home, 
The thing to do with our sick folk is 
to tell Jesus about them, “For no fever 
can continue when He bids it depart.” 
What a welcome change in that home; 
one hour “Simon’s wife’s mother , lay 
sick,” and the next “she ministered unto 
them.” Jesus is the explanation. 
PraYER SUGGESTIONS: fvey for the 
children who are far removed from the 
: privileges, and who are without the ad- 
vantages within reach, of the children of 
the city; for settlers in sparsely popu- 
lated places; for the mountain boys of 
the South, and for the teachers in the 
country schools; for colporteurs and 
circuit preachers, 
Tues.—Luke 4 : 38-44. 
Who Went About Doing Good. 
There was a great pressure upon our 
Lord to preach the kingdom of God, and 
therefore he hastened from city to city 
in His gracious ministry of preaching, 
teaching, and healing. No circumstance 
took him by surprise, “divers diseases” 
and “devils” were alike subject to him. 


His “touch has still its ancient power.” 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for those 
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What is the meaning of Armageddon? 
This question is answered on 
page 1348 of the 


“Scofield 
Reference Bible 


Ed. by Rev. C. 1. Scofield, D.D. 
Helps at all the hard places in the 
Bible on the pape wi they oc- 
cur. Dr. Scofield’s helps are equal 
to a Bible study course. 

New Edition. 2 Sizes. 34 Styles 
Ask to see the Pocket Edition printed on Ozford 
India Paper. Circalar ubon request. Al all dealers. 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS AMERICAN BRANCH 
35 West 32d Street, - : - + New York 


SEVEN-CENT MEALS #992: we<k 

. , ‘ . per person; 42 
meals with recipes and directions. 10 cents or 4 Cents 
and two names interested in iomestic Science. 


AM. SCHOOL HOME ECONOMICS, 502 W.69th St., Chicago 
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who do business in great waters; for 
marines, sailors, fishermen, and sea- 
faring laborers; for those who ply their 
craft on the great lakes and whose busi- 
ness calls them from their family circles 
for many cone in the year; that they 
may know Him whose path is in the 
midst of the seas. , 


Wed.—Mark 1 : 21-28. 
The Authority of Jesus. 

Our Lord’s doctrine astonished the 
people because He uttered it with an 
authority beyond the scribes. His very 
word is full of power. Such authorita- 
tive teaching demands acceptance and 
obedience. The underworld of evil 
spirits recognizes the supremacy of his 
wore, for even “the unclean spirits obey 

im. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
spreading of the Gospel by the 
page; for the writers of Gospel tracts 
and for Christian editors; for an ever- 
increasing blessing to rest upon the Edi- 
tor of The Sunday School Times that 
he may be sustained in his ministry by 
pen and word and cheered in his en- 
deavors to make Christ known in his 
fulness. 


Thurs.—Mark 14 : 1-9. 
In the House of Simon the Leper. 


Jesus could sit in the house of a leper 
and not be contaminated, just as the sun- 
light may kiss corruption and ‘not lose 
its purity. What alabaster box have 
we broken for Christ? Nothing is too 
precious to pour on his head. Only what 
is done for him abides. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for those 
who sit in the high places of earth and 
rule over the sou. For the President 
of the Unite tates, for members of 
the Senate, and Representatives in Con- 
gress; that God would guide and pros- 
per all their deliberations for his own 
glory, the good of the people, and the 
welfare of his church.on the earth. 


Fri.—Luke 19 : 1-16. 
Jesus in Zacchaeus’ Home. 


This ig the only recorded instance in 
which Jesus volunteered to go into any 
house. To have him in the home circle 
is to have heaven begun; indeed, he him- 
self says, “this day is salvation come to 
this house.” Let Christ be the unseen 
guest of this home and the silent listener 
to every conversation. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
mission stations which are being opened 
after the war; that with new workers 
and largely altered conditions there may 
be greater power attending the work, 
whether evangelical, medical, or educa- 
tional; for the many places still closed 
that facilitics may be forthcoming to 
renew much needed service. 


Sat.—John 12:1-8. In the Home at Bethany. 


Many restful hours were enjoyed by 
our Lord in the home of Mary and her 
sister Martha. Martha is a type of all 
who are actively engaged in serving, 
while Mary suggests that attitude of 
heart which delights in the fellowship 
of the Saviour for his sake alone. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray that God 
would curb the passions of those who 
are’ so brutally ill-treating the Jews; 
that the Jewish atrocities now staining 
the records of s0 many nations may 
arouse so-called Christian lands to pro- 
nounced intervention on Israel’s behalf; 
that the. Jews themselves may be 
awakened to their estrangement from 
God. 

Sun.—Eph. 6:1-9. Home Relationships. 

If anything should “begin at home” 
it is our Christianity. All the great 
truths of the Word of God have a direct 
bearing on our home life. Family life 
will never be what it ought to be untii 
we make Christ pre-eminent in the home 
and our characters and conduct are such 
as becometh those “in the Lord.” 


PRAYER SuccEsTiIons: Pray for definite 
conversions in all our Sunday-schools 
and Bible classes; for power to rest upon 
the preachers and the teachers in the 
pulpits and the classrooms; for Chris- 
tian workers visiting hospitals and in- 
firmaries, and for ali who seek to carry 
the comforting word of life to the lonely, 
sick, and sorrowing. 
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a The World | 
Is Now Being Revised 


Revision, Rehabilitation and Reconstruction are going for- 
ward in every Industrial, Professional, Social and Political 
field —in every Art and in every Science. The World has 
a new vision of Democracy. Thoughts that we thought up 
to mid-summer of 1914 we can think no more. The very 
tacts on which our thinking was based are altered. 
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Nelson’s ing and Study Courses , . 

NONITED STATES MoTOnN Nelson’s Research Service Bureau 
THE WORLD WAR, BUSINESS FOR SCIENTIFIC REPORTS AND SPE- 
ECONOMICS,NATURESTUDY, CIAL INFORMATION AND CORRE- 


AGRICULTURE, AND HOME 
ECONOMICS are declared by edu- 
cational authorities to be equal to a 
college course and training in each of 
these departments. By their use a boy 
can remain on the farm and yet receive 
ol he dream of calle crue 
in arming; a girl may have 
the services of the leading quthghien 
on household economics without leav- 
ing her home; while the professional 
and business man may receive a busi- 
ness training superior to that which can 
be chtained from any of the widely 
advertised business institutes. 
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is entitled to free membership in this Bureau. If 
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assurance that you will promptly receive the latest 
obtainable most dependable information. 
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